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THE CASE FAMILY OF CONNECTICUT AND LONG ISLAND 


By George E. McCracken, Ph.D., F.A.S.G. 
Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa 


Though their English origin is unknown, sufficient 
evidence has been found to make clear that some sort of 
relationship existed between Henry Case of Hartford and 
Southold, John Case of Maspeth Kills, Windsor and Sims- 
bury, Richard Case of Hartford, Thomas Case and William 
Case, both of Newtown, Long Island. A court record 
connects John with Henry, a power of attorney with Thom- 
as, while Thomas's will shows that William was his 
brother. As for Richard, both geographical proximity 
and nomenclature connect him with John. The five men 
were probably brothers, though we cannot be sure. 


A. Henry Case 


At a quarterly court held at Hartford, Conn., on 6 
Sept. 1655 [Particular Court, transcribed in Collecti- 
ons of the Conn. Hist. Society, 22:152], in the matter 
of Jno Case vs John Knott "for deteyning Henery Case 
his Servant," we learn that the "Courte seeth no Cause 
to remove Hen Case from John Knott." This is the ear- 
liest record of John Case in Hartford County and the 
only record of Henry Case there. It would seem im- 
probable that John Case could have appeared in a matter 
of this kind, had he not been related to Henry, but 
this was some years before the birth of John Case's 
eldest known child, so John could hardly have been Hen- 
ry's father. It is curious, however, that John Case 
named no son Henry, and so far as we are aware, the 
name Henry does not appear in the earlier generations 
of the Simsbury family. 

A Henry Case, this one or another, was granted a lot 
at Southold, Long Island, on 15 Dec. 1658 (Southold 
Town Records, 1:/4], that is, a little more than three 
years after Henry Case was still indentured to John 
Knott (or Nott), who was a resident of Wethersfield in 
the Hartford jurisdiction. In the same year, also, 
the Southold Henry Case married Martha Corwin, only 
daughter of Matthias Corwin, and when Henry Case died 
ca. 1665, she married, second, Thomas Hutchinson. 
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Henry Case bought lana of ‘thomas Mapes on 14 Apr. 1659 
libid., 1:206). His son Henry, also of Southold, gave 
a deed in "ye east Rideing of Yorkshire upon Long Is- 
land," on 14 June 1681, entered October 1681, in which 
he mentions his father Henry Case, his motner Martha 
Hutchinson, administratrix of his father; witnesses, 
Jonathan Horton, Jonas Houldsworth [ibid., 1:222]. The 
elder Henry is said also to have had a son Theophilus 
and perhaps a daughter Hannah. The younger Henry Case, 
when of Southold, was on 5 Jan. 1678/9 given a remis- 
sion of a fine for fornication |New York Colonial Manu- 
scripts, 2/:3). He married Martha, daughter of John 
Paine of Southold, mariner, as is shown in Paine's will 
dated 3 Feb. 1706/7, probated 3 Oct. 1707 (N.Y. Wills, 
1:410]. See Charles 8, Moore, Town of Southold, Long 
Island, Personal Index prior to 1693 ana the Index of 
1695 (New York, 15803), p. 11, which lists the Cases of 
Southold ana alludes to Henry as possibly the husband 
of Martha Hutchinson, though he wrongly supposes also 
that William Case, on whom see below, was her husband. 
This family can be traced further at Southold. 


Be John Case 


John Case is reported by Savage |Geneal. Dict. of 
New England, 1:345j) to have been at New London in 1656 
but no evidence has been found to support the statement 
and it is probable that this is an error for Newtown, 
Since John Case was certainly at Maspeth Kills near 
Newtown in that year. Mrs. Hannah Elizabeth McPherson, 
The Holcombes: Nation Builders (Washington, 1948), p. 
44, claims without citation of evidence tnat John Case 
sailed from Gravesend, England, to New England on 3 
Sept. 1635. Her source obviously was the passenger 
list printed by Hotten [Original Lists, p. 133] and by 
Samuel G. Drake, Founders of New England (Boston, 1860), 
pe 110, in which WM Casse aged 19 was a passenger on 
the Dorset, John Flower, MY, 30 Sept. 1635, bound for 
ye Bormodoes, so that this is not evidence for John 
Case at all. 

The late Howard T. Case, writing in the Hartford 
Times of 23 Aug. 1953, in reply to M.M.M.U., B-5222, 

30 May 1953, Case-Spencer, cites the "General Index of 
Hartford Land Records" for the name of John Case as 
grantor, William Gibbons, grantee, in Distribution Book 
335, February 1639/40, in the matter of six parcels of 
land, two for military service, and further says that 
this would seem to indicate that John Case was one of 
twelve unknown soldiers from Hartford in the Pequot 
War. The reference does appear in the printed index 

as cited, but the transcript of the Distribution Book, 
pp. 333-6, printed in vol. 14 of the Collections of the 
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Conn. Historical Society, shows no trace of John Case's 
name, and Mr. Donald Lines Jacobus assures me that in 
this respect the transcript is correct. The earliest 
record of John Case in the Hartrord area is, therefore, 
the court record involving Henry Case, cited above. 

In the Connecticut Colonial Land Kecords, vol. 3 
(1646-1673), f. 223, is a power of attorney given at 
Mashpath Killes, new Nederlands, on 17 Aug. 1656, by 
John Casse who signed by marx and describes himself as 
"John Case now [nhabiting in mashpath kills in the new 
nederlands," to his "father William Edwards, inhabitant 
in Hartford in new England," for the purpose of recov- 
ering from Mr. Richard Lord of Hartford, merchant, the 
sum of six pounds "which the said Mr Richard Lord was 
Assigned by the ou’seers to pay unto my wife in pease 
and wheat when she was eighteene yeares of age." The 
witnesses to the document were Joseph Lanckton and 
Thomas Casse, and the document was duly recorded by 
John Cullick on 10 April 1657 in his own handwriting. 
Thus, it is clear from this document that John Case had 
married Sarah Spencer, daughter of William Spencer by 
his wife Agnes Tucker, before this date. William Ed- 
wards, called "father" in the power of attorney, was 
the stepfather of Sarah Spencer, so that the word means 
"stepfather-in-law." Sarah was the mother of all of 
John Case's children and died at Simsbury on 3 Nov. 
1691, after which John Case married, second, Elizabeth 
Moore, daughter of John Moore and widow of Nathaniel 
Loomis, who survived him. John Case's presence on Long 
island is also attested by a deed dated 23 Oct. 1680 
whereby Josiah Clark, formerly of Simsbury but now of 
Eastchester, conveyed to Thomas Case of Newtowne, land 
formerly belonging to John Case, now of Simsbury, and 
this land lay at Mattpatt Kills |Newtown Minutes, 2: 
237, 421). Thus it is quite clear that the man who was 
in 1656 an inhabitant of Mashpath Killes was the one 
who had been in 1656 at Hartford and was soon to return 
to Connecticut to spend the rest of his life at Windsor 
and Simsbury. if Thomas Casse, living at the same 
place and with the same surname, were not his kinsman, 
we should think it surprising, but note that Thomas 
Casse was able to sign his name, whereas John Case in- 
variably made his mark throughout his life. 

John Case died at Simsbury on 21 Feb. 1703/4, leav- 
ing a will dated 21 Nov. 1700, with a codicil dated 12 
Feb. 1703/4, probated 9 March 1703/4, with an inventory 
of £562/5/1 made on 2 March 1703/4 by John Slater Sen., 
James Cornish, and Andrew Robe. The abstract in Man- 
waring, Digest of...Probate Records, Hartford District, 
2236-8. is not quite accurate. As the will and annexed 
papers present no special difficulties, we shall ex- 
ploit the genealogical data contained in it in the list 


68 THE AMERICAN GENEALOGIST 


of children below. 

There is at the Connecticut Historical Society in 
Hartford a manuscript genealogy of John Case's descend- 
ants compiled by Dr. Erastus Ely Case which I have nev- 
er seen. See Nathaniel Goodwin, Genealogical Notes 
(Hartford, 1856), p. 275; A. P. Case, A Brief Account 


Washburn, Ibenezer Washburn: His Ancestors and Descend- 
ants (Pasumalai, South India, 1913), pp. 135-7; L. Er- 
fingham DeForest and Anne Lawrence DeForest, Moore and 
Allied Families (New York, 1438), pp. 171-7. ——~ 

Matthew Grant's "Old Church Record" of Windsor, so- 
called, notes on 17 Aug. 16// tnat John Case had by 
then had six children born at Windsor; the ones whose 
births he entered on another page were ii to vi inclu- 
sive and ix, though Sarah (ix) with a slightly differ- 
ent date was also entered in Simsbury records where 
children vii to xX were recorded. 

Children of John Case and Sarah Spencer: 


i. Elizabeth, b. ca. 1658, probably at Maspeth Kills; d. 
at Simsbury, 9 Oct. 1718 ("was well & dyed in about 
6 ours time"); m. (1) at Windsor, 30 Apr. 167k, Jo- 
seph Lewis, who d. at Simsbury in 1680 (four chil- 
dren); m. (2) ca. 168), John Tuller, who d. at Sims- 
bury slightly before 28 Jan. 17h1/2 (six children). 

ii. Mary, b. Windsor 22 June 1660; d. Simsbury, 22 Aug. 
1725; m. (1) in 1675, William Alderman, who d. at 
Farmington in the summer of 1697 (six children); m. 
(2) at Simsbury, 30 Mar. 1698/9, Sergt. James Hill- 
yer, who d. at Simsbury 28 July 1720 (one child). 

iii. John, b. Windsor 5 Nov. 1662; d. at Simsbury, 22 May 
17333 m. (1) at Simsbury, 12 Sept. 168), Mary? Ol- 
cott, dau. of Thomas? Olcott (Thomasl) by Mary Cul- 
lick, and she d. in 1685, perhaps in childbirth; m. 
(2) in 1687, Sarah3 Holcombe, b. at Windsor 23 June 
1668, dau. of Joshua? Holcombe (Thomas!) by Ruth 
Sherwood (one child by Mary, six by Sarah). 

iv. William, b. Windsor 5 June 1665, but the birth entry in 
the Colonv record erroneously calls him James; d. at 
Simsbury 31 Mar. 1700; m. Elizabeth} Holcombe, b. k 
Aor. 1670, d. 26 Feb. 1762, dau. of Joshua? Holcombe 
(Thomas!) by Ruth Sherwood, and therefore sister of 
the second wife of Jo Case. She m. (2) at Sims- 
bury, 10 Mar. 1703/4, Deacon John Slater, Jr., b. at 
Simsbury 21 Feb. 1669/70, d. there 2 May 1717, son of 
John and Abiah (Gillett) Slater; m. (3) Deacon Samuel 
Marshall (not Thomas Marshall, as Nathaniel Goodwin 
says), and she survived him also. William Case had 
seven children. 

v. Samuel, b. Windsor 1 June 1667; d. Simsbury, 30 July 
1725; m. (1) Mary Westover, dau. of Jonas and Hannah 
(Griswold) Westover, who d. 27 Sept. 1713; m. (2) at 


of the Life of John Case at Maspeth Kills, Long Island, 

Windsor, and Connecticut George T. 
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ag 8 Nov. 1721, Elizabeth Owen, b. there 19 

Nov. 168, dau. of Josiah and Mary (Osborn) Owen, and 
widow of Samuel Thrall (thirteen children by Mary, 
one by Elizabeth). 

vi. Richard, b. Windsor 27 Aug. 1669; d. Simsbury ca. 1716; 
m. at Simsbury, 1 Sept. 1701, Amy Read, dau. of Dr. 
Philip Reade of Concord, Mass., by his wife Abigail 
Rice. This was a double wedding with his sister 
Abigail (eight children). 

vii. Bartholomew, b. Simsbury Oct. 1670; d. there, 25 Oct. 
1725; m. there, 7 Dec. 1699, Mary Humphrey, b. 16 
Nov. 1681, d. after 1725, dau. of Samuel and Mary 
(Mills) Humphrey (nine children). 

viii. Joseph, b. Simsbury 6 Apr. 167; d. there 11 Aug. 17h8; 
m. there, 6 Apr. 1699, Anna Eno, b. 10 Apr. 1682, d. 
10 June 1760 at Simsbury, dau. of James Eno (eight 
children). 

ix. Sarah, b. Simsbury 20 Apr. 1676 (or Windsor 1) Apr. 
1676 ty Grant record); d. Simsbury 2 May 170b5 m. 
there, Nov. 1699 as second wife, Joseph Jar Yai 
(Joseph2, Williaml), b. Windsor 20 Aug. 1667, 4. 
Simsbury 20 Jan. 179/50. He m. (1) before Oct. 
1689, Mary Collyer, b. ca. 1669, dau. of Joseph an? 
Elizabeth (Sanford) Collyer of Hartford; (2) as above 
stated; and (3) ca. 1706, Mary » alleged by the 
Phelps Genealogy (1:10l-107), and perhaps rightly, to 
Rave been Mary Case, dau. of Richard and Elizabeth 
(Purchase) Case, on whom see below. He had three 
children by Mary Collyer, two by Sarah Case, four by 
the third wife. 

x. Abigail, b. Simsbury 4 May 1682; d. after 1725; m. at 
Simsbury, 1 Sept. 1701 (in a double wedding with her 
brother Richard), Jonas Westover, bapt. at Windsor 
20 Sept. 1664, d. at Simsbury 3 June 171L, son of 
Jonas and Hannah (Griswold) Westover; five children. 


C. Richard Case 


As yet no document has been discovered which con- 
nects John Case with Richard Case, though it may be 
that they were successively, as we have have seen, fa- 
ther-in-law to Joseph Phelps. They were, however, con- 
temporary residents of Hartford County and the evidence 
from nomenclature, so far as it goes, is striking. All 
pertinent names in the first two generations of Richard 
Case's family reappear in John's. 

John ragga see medical journal notes in the year 
1663 |supra, 9:60] that Richard Case had married Eliza- 
beth Purchas. On 17 Dec. 1663 Richard Case of \iindsor 
receipted to Nicholas Palmer for Palmer's daughter-in- 
law [i.e., stepdaughter], Elizabeth Purchas, Case's 
wife. On 1 May 1675 the said Nicholas Palmer made fur- 
ther payments in land to Richard Case in accordance 
with promises which he had made to his, Falmer's, wife 
Joan at their marriage (Collections of the Conn. Hist. 
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Society, 14:157]. The marriage of Nickolas Pammer to 
Jone Purkes is recorded at Hartford on 29 Oct. 1646. 
The lady's first husband, John Purchas or Purkas, died 
in Hartford in 1645, leaving widow Joan and daughters 
Mary and Elizabeth, the oluer daughter marrying Jerret 
Speck who also receipted to Nicholas Palmer on behalf 
of his wife, date being 26 Nov. 1663. For the will of 
John Purkas, see Fublic Records of the Colony of Con- 
necticut, 1:466-3, Manwaring, op. cit., 1:30 f. Purkas 
left an estate of £30/15/0. 

Stiles' History of Ancient Wethersfield, 1:25/7, 
cites the appointment on 22 Mar. 1006/7 of Richard Case 
as town crier of Wethersfield. The item has not been 
checked but it seems possible that Stiles is right in 
this case. On 1/ Feb. 1669/70 Richard Case had bought 
land from William Edwards and wife Agnis, confirmed by 
Samuel Spencer and eo Edwards [Collections of the 
Conn. Hist. Society, 14:1 68]. The land had evidently 
belonged to William Spencer, first husband of Agnes 
(Tucker) Edwards, and her two sons were approving the 
sale. 

Richard Case died at Hartford on 30 March 1694, 
leaving a will aated 8 Sept. 1690 (Manwaring, op. cit., 
1:424), in which he names his wife Elizabeth Case, her 
father Purchas, and three minor chilaren Richard, John, 
and Mary. it also mentions kinsman, Mr. Thomas Olcott, 
i.e. Thomas¢ Olcott, but how he was kinsman to Richard 
Case does not appear. The will was witnessed by Thomas 
Olcott and William Pitkin and the court made them over- 
seers. 

On this family see Elizabeth Todd Nash, Fifty Puri- 
tan Ancestors (New Haven, 1902). 
~~ Children of Richard Case and Elizabeth Purchas: 


i. Richard, eldest son in the will, minor on 8 Sept. 1690 
and therefore b. not earlier than 1669; made nuncu- 
pative will at Hartford where he d. on Saturday, 22 

Feb, 172)/5 (Manwaring, op. cit., 2:8). The depo- 
sition was made on 26 Mar. 1720/5. The will mentions 
a wife Sarah, son Joseph, and two unnamed daughters. 
The identity of the wife Sarah is in doubt. Henry 
Arnold Sr. (on whom see Manwaring, op. cit., 2:)59- 
4,60) had a daughter Sarah Case. We might supose she 
was wife to this Richard Case, were it not for the 
fact that his brother John also had a wife named Sa- 
rah, on whom see below. (Editor's Note: The origin- 
al file and record book should be consulted, for odd- 
ly enough Manwaring states that the widow Sarah tes- 
tified to the will, but gives her signature as Eliza- 
beth Case. HKichard Case had children baptized at the 
First Church, Hartford, and for what it is worth, 
one baptized in 1710 was named Elizabeth.—D.L.J. ) 
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ii. John, second son in will, minor on 8 Sept. 1690 and 
therefore b. after 1670; d. at Hartford, 2) Feb. 
172L/5, just two days after his brother, intestate, 
administration to the widow Sarah on 6 Apr. 1725 
(Manwaring, op. cit., 2:483 f.). Ten children. The 
widow Sarah m. again, before 21 Apr. 175 ani ocrob. 
much earlier, Disbrow or Disborough Spencer, son of 
Obadiah? Spencer (Thomas!) by his wife Mary Disbor- 
ough, b. ca. 1679, d. at East Hartford in 1763. The 
mother of all the Spencer children was Abigail Elmer 
who d. 17 Feb. 1725 ae. 6 (see supra, 27:166, 17h). 
In this last reference this Sarah ) Case is 
identified as the daughter of Henry Arnold. 

iii. Mary, minor in father's will of 8 Sept. 1690 and men- 
tioned as third child, but she may have been older 
than one or both of her brothers, not b., however, 
before 1672. I have not found definite proof of her 
subsequent history, but the compilers of the Phelps 
Genealogy, 1:10-107, claim her as the third wife, in 
succession to yary Collyer and Sarah Case, of Joseph) 
Phelps (Joseph, William’), b. at Windsor 20 Aug. 
1667, d. at Simsbury 20 Jan. 1719/50, leaving a will 
dated 21 Dec. 1749 (Manwaring, 3:615). The com- 
pilers do not state the source of their information 
but they call this her second marriage and say that 
she had by her unidentified first husband a daughter 
Keziah who is mentioned in Mary Phelps' will dated 
13 Aug. 1751. Keziah then had a daughter Lucy old 
enough to have nursed her mother through an illness. 
Mary Phelps, whoever she was, d. at Simsbury on 10 
Sept. 1757, leaving, besides the aforesaid Keziah, 
three children by Joseph Phelps; one other had died 
in childhood. 


D. Thomas Case 


The first record of Thomas Case thus far discovered 
shows him as witness to the power of attorney given by 
John Case to William Edwards on 17 Aug. 1656, already 
discussed above. In an article on William Graves of 
Newtown (supra, 33:40 f.) I gave an account of Thomas 
Case which can now be improved. 

Thomas Case's name appears frequently in Newtown 
records from 1656 to 1692 and whenever his wife's name 
is mentioned, it is Mary. It should be pointed out, 
however, that it is not certain whether we are dealing 
with one Thomas Case with one wife Mary, or with one 
Thomas Case with two wives, each named Mary, or with 
two Thomas Cases, each with a wife named Mary. There 
is some slight support for the theory that there were 
really two Thomas Cases in Newtown, since Thomas Case 
"sener" received land at Newtown on 2Y Mar. 1678 [New- 
town Minutes, 2:79], the only instance of "senior" ap- 
plied to this name and there is no example of "junior." 
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{t is clear, however, that between 1659 and 1661 
Thomas Case, the elder if there were really two of the 
name, married Mary » Widow of Peter Meacock, whose 
will is transcribed below froma copy kindly furnished 
me by S. Allyn Peck, Esq., of New York City, taken from 
the Minutes of the Town Courts of Newtown 16056-1690, p. 
42 


Hastin Aprill 20:166) the record of Peter 
Mecocks will 
Midleburrough August 12:1659 
The last will and testiment of Peter Mecock 
first I desire to bequeath my soule to god through 
Jesus Christ and my body to the ground to be desently 
buried; my will is that after the payment of all due 
and Just debts & demands; I doe bequeth my whole 
estate to my wif for to dispose of according to ny 
mind as followeth; my will is that all my owne Child(ren) 
that is to say Annah Martha and Hanna Elisabeth 
& Deliverance Mecoke my will is: that my wif shall 
pay or Cause to be paied to these my Children 
eight pounds starling a pece when they: com to 
twelve yeres of age; and in case my wif stall have 
nede of there money; that she shall have her liber(tie) 
to keep thir Portions in her hands till they com 
to sixtene yeres of age; also my will is that if 
any of these my Children die before there port(ions) 
Com to be payable that then the portion or portions 
of the deceased shall be devided amongest the rest 
moreover I doe give to Mary Perie and Sarah seven 
gilders a pece also to Isbell and Humie Perie I gi(ve) 
six gilders apece my will is that these legasies 
shall be paied at or before the five and twentie(th) 
day of desember next ensuing the date hereof 
and that this is my will and testement being made 
in the time of my sences & memorie I set to my 
hand the day and date above said 


witnesse The resemble of 
Jonathan ffish the marke of 
Elias Bayly 
William Lawrance Peter Mecoke 
A true record written by me John 
Burroughes 
Clarke 


It would seem probable that Peter Meacock had by the 
unnamed wife either three daughters named, respectively, 
Anna Martha, Hannah Elizabeth, and Deliverance, or, 
much more probably, five daughters, Anna, Martha, Han- 
nuh, Elizabeth, and Deliverance, all born after 1647; 
that his wife had been previously the wife of one 


Perie or Perry, first name not yet discovered, by whom 
she had four daughters named Mary, Sarah, Isbell, and 
Humie. As to the lust name, Mr. John Insley Coddington 
acutely suggests that since she was the last daughter 
of her father, she was born posthumously and was there- 
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fore given the name of Posthuma, shortened thereafter 
to Humie. He can cite from the Noe family of New Jer- 
sey an example of this phenomenon where the name Humie 
was passed on to later generations and given to other 
girls who may or may not have been posthumous. There 
was a Perry family living about this time in Fairfiela, 
Conn., but the father of these girls cannot be found 
among them. By 12 Aug. 1659 Mary (Perie) Meacock 
had given birth to from seven to nine daughters, and 
unless she lived to be unusually old it seems improb- 
able that she coula have been the Mary Case shown as 
living in the 1698 Census of Newtown (see below). 

This is especially true when one considers the fol- 
lowing evidence on the ages of Mary and Sarah Perie 
aforesaid: 


Town Minutes of Newtown 1656-1688 1:28-29 


Medlborough Jully:2h:1660: 
Know all men by this Present that I 
Richard Fido inhabitant of the Place above sayd have 
mad over and solld frome me my ayrs excecoutours 
Administrators and assignes all my Right and title in the 
howsing and Land which I the above sayd Richard 
bought of the widow Meacocke with all the finces 
belongeing thare unto with all medows and uplands 
belonging to the above sayd Plantashon saving t(w)o 
aple trees that was by the widow geven to heer daughters 
Mary Toe and Sarah Petit ani one lettle table stand 
in the howse that is Mary Toes: with oyrchard and 
garden: this I the above sayd Richard have solld from 
me unto James Sartell his ayrs excecuators administrators 
and asines to have and to holld forever: ondly I the above 
sayd Richard is to have the youse of the Land without moll 
estashon tell the crane be of(f): and then the above savd 
James is to posis the land: and I am to moe what grase I kneed 
upon the medow this Presant yeere: and I the above sayd 
Richard shall geve the above sayd James quiat 
Posishon: and I the above sayd Richard Fido is to have 
an acker of wheat stuble next yeere Edmon Stickle . 
in the home lots the next yeere: witness my hand the 
day and date above sayd 
Wittnes 
Tnomas Lawrance: Richard Fidoo 
Recorded by me: Thomas Lawrance: 

Clarke 


There is also another daeea (ibia. p. 32) dated at 


Medlborough Desember the 2: 1660 whereby Richard Fidoo 
sells to Thomas Lawrence "my house and howse lot which 
was formarly Mary Meacocks: with all lands belonging to 
the saia lot," etc. [I take it the two properties were 
probably but not certainly separate parts of the Mea- 
cock property which Fido naa purchased from the wiaow. 
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Richard Fidoo receipted on March the 2: 1661 to Thomas 
Lawrence for the sale above and in this instance Thomas 
Case was witness |ibid. p. 34). ‘MThere is also the fol- 
lowing: 


Medlborough March the 2: 1661 
Know home it may consearne that I Thomas Case 
in habitant of Fayrfelld in newingland doue acknowledge 
to have reseaved full sattisfactishon of Thomas 
Lawrence inhabitant of the place above sayd for 
my howse and land which formerly was petter mecocks 
and now tranceported from Richard Fidoo unto Thomas 
Lawrence. 
Wittnes Thomas Cas 

Richard Fidoo 


Thomas Case's quitclaim has been printed in the New 
York Gen. and Biog. Record, 63:362. On the same paper 
bearing Feter Meacocx's will is another document: 


OctobT the 1668 
Bee it known unto all men whome 
it may Concerne that I annah meacock have 
received full sattisfaccon of my father in law 
Tho: Cas, of the sayd will of my father Peter 
Meacock the day & date above mencond where 
unto I have set mv hand 
Testes John Denman It was in her 
John Napver his marke Anna “ Meacok 
marke 
the p’sence of Justice Betts 


This was abstracted ibid., 64:33. 

I interpret all these documents as follows: Mary 
married ———— Perie or Perry by 1640 and had 
daughters Mary who by 1660 had married ——— Toe; Sarah 
who by 1660 had married ——— Petit; Isbell and Humie, 

both unmarried in 1660, the last a posthumous child. 
After the death of Perie or Perry, his widow married, 
second, Peter Meacock who died in 1659 leaving daugh- 
ters Anna, Martha, Hannah, Elizabeth, and Leliverance, 
all of whom were unaer twelve in 1659. Following the 
death of Peter Meacock, Mary married third, Thomas Case. 
When Anna Meacock came o: are in 1668 she receipted to 
her stepfather ‘Thomas Case who had already released his 
claim to tne Meacock property wnen it was sola by Rich- 
ard Fido to Thomas Lawrence in 1661. Whether Richard 
Fido had married one of the nine daughters is not clear. 
He did not marry Mary or Sarah Perie; if he married Is- 
bell or Humie Ferie, he would have had, probably, a 
very young wife, and I tnink we shoula have been told 
of his relationship. He died intestate in 1683 or 1684, 
inventory dated 23 Feb. 1683/4, administration granted 
to widow Hannah on the second Tuesday in October, 36 
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Charles II, recorded 16 July 1686 [Queens Deeds, A-25]. 
This Hannah could have been Hannah Meacock but in 1660 
she was too young to have married Fido, so there is no 
reason to icentify her thus. 

Savaze |1:3460j says that Thomas Case was first at 
Fairfield but removed to the Dutch in 1664, probably a 
misprint for 1654, since Thomas Case was at Maspeth 
Kills in 1656 as we have seen, and he was of Fairfield 
on 2 March 1661/2. 

On 21 April 1665, several years after Thomas Case 
must have married Mary Meacock, Governor Nicolls of New 
York alluded to "the pretended wife of Thomas Case" and 
then declared them free of the title of wedlock |New 
York State Library, History Bulletin, 2:153, 166; D. L. 
Jacobus, Families of Old Fairfiela, 1:398). They had 
originally married, it woula seem, by Quaker or other 
unorthodox rite which Nicolls woula not recognize, and 
on the same day they married by New York license which 
doubtless satisfied the governor. 

Thomas Case is mentioned in unfavorable light by 
Cotton Mather, Magnalia Christi Americana, Book VII, 
ch. 4 |Hartford ed., 1620, 2:456), Mather being a strong 
opponent of Quakers and others unorthodox from his 
point of view. In New York Colonail Manuscripts, 2k: 
(1, is a document dated in 1675 which is of interest: 


New York: Samuell More Constable of New Towne p'sents Mary 
Casse The wife of Thomas Casse for that she aboute of (sic) 
uth or 5th day of September being Sunday Came into the Church 
or meeting howse att New Towne aforsd aboute three A Clocke In 
the afternoone In the tyme of prayers & sermon into the place 
aforsd and did make a publique disturbance of the Minister then 
and there being in the p’formance and discharge of his duty &c. 


The same source [25:2] tells the rest of the story: 


Mary, The wife of Thomas Case is brought by the Sheriffe before 
the Go: & Councell, upon the request of 3 of her daughters & 
husbands that.....at After call (?), that she may have her Lib- 
erty: Vpon her promise of not goeing abroade to unlawfull Meet- 
ings, nor supporting them any at home, shee is ordered to be 
releast; The fine to bee levyed upon her husband's Estate.... 
bee of the good behaviour. 

(Dots represent illegible words.) 


Her husbanc also got into similar aifficulties with 
the law. ‘see ibid., 26:13: 


At a Speciall Court of Assizes 
held in New Yorke, the 12th day of 
January 1676. 
Thomas Case doth refuse to give Security for his good Behaviour, 
according to the Order of the last Gen®4+1 court of Assizes— 
It is ordered, That in regard thereof & the great concourse of 
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People resorting to him in Prison, to the disturbance of many 
of the Neighbourhood, That he shall bee so restrained as that 
no Person shall bee admitted to come to him as formerly,— 
onely the Officers to Supply him with his necessary provision 
of Meat, Drinke, &c. 
By Order of the Speciall 
Court of Assizes. 


These details do not explain the whole story, but the 
general picture can be imagined. 

There is also preserved in the same collection [25: 
87) a petition dated 29 Feb. 1675/6 whereby John Hart 
of Maspeth Kill prays relief for a wrong done him in 
the division of his father's estate now in the posses- 
sion of Thomas Case. Thomas Case had purchased the 
land from John Hart's brother Samuel—this matter had 
nothing to do with the Meacock estate |see New York 
Gen. and Biog. Record, 26:172; also the will of John 
Hart the elder, New York Wills, 1:21}. 

Thomas Case was on the Newtown rate for 4 Dec. 1666 
[New York Gen. and Biog. Record, 63:365], was overseer 
libid., 3604], and on another rate dated 26 Feb. 1667/8 
[ibid., 361J). On 23 Oct. 1680, Josiah Clark, formerly 
of Simsbury, "harford colony," now of Eastchester, sold 
to Thomas Case of Newtowne land at Mattpatt Kills, for- 
merly belonging to John Case, now of Simsbury [Newtown 
Minutes, 2:28/j. ‘Thomas Case was grantor in the fol- 
lowing Newtown conveyances: 5 Nov. 1680, 4 3/4 acres, 
to Richard Beets Juner [ibid., 2:179]; 7 Nov. 1682, 
thomas case of Mashpett Kills to John Alburtis of same 
[ibid., 2:215]; 20 Mar. 1684/5, Thomas Case of Mashpatt 
to Nathaniel Pettit [ibid., 2:324]; Thomas Case of new- 
towne to Edward Stevenson, an exchange of properties 
dated 28 Jan. 168-, recorded 6 April 1687 [ibid., 2: 
355); 8 May 2 William and Ma 16090, Thomas Case to 
Beniamen Cornish [ibid., 2:4260j; 4.Nov. 1690, Thomas 
Case of Maspeth Kills, Township of Newtown, to brother- 
in-law Richard Allison, fifty acres "during life of my 
wife" [Queens Deeds, eee signed also by Richard Alli- 
son and entered 4 July 1092J); 3 Sept. 1691, Thomas Case 
of Maspeth Kills to John Stewart of Hempstead, 130 
acres in Newtown, for ten pounds [ibid., A-86, entered 
16 March 1696]. 

How Thomas Case became brother-in-law to Richard 
Allison, who was a much younger man, does not appear. 
It may be suggested, however, that she who was wife 
successively to Perie, Peter Meacock, and Thomas Case, 
had by this time died, and the old man, her widower, 
had taken a young wife to look after him. If this be 
the true explanation, then the young wife would prob- 
ably have been Mary Allison, since it is clear that 
Richard Allison's wife was klishab Graves | see supra, 
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33:188 f.]. 

The will of Thomas Case of Newtown, yeoman, was made 
on 25 April 1692 [Queens Deeds, A-//, probated 17 June 
1692, entered 23 Sept. 1692; described from personal 
examination of the official copy on file at the Queens 
Registry which is, we regret to say, not the seventeenth 
century original but a copy made much later—see ab- 
stract in New York Gen. and Biog. Record, 65:119)j. It 
names dearly beloved wife Mary Case, loving cousin Wil- 
liam Case, son of William Case, my brother deceased; 
leaves a horse to Samuel Weekes Sr.; a mare to John 
Stewart; to John Weekes of Oyster Bay £10 to be paid by 
my cousin William Case; witnesses: Edward Stevenson, 
Richard Alsop, Hannah Alsop; and the will was signed as 
Thomas Case. On 15 June 1092 Richard Allison filed a 
caveat ayainst the will but no details are available 
lsee Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey, 19:53, for 
this statement and an excellent account of Richard Al- 
lison]. 

The widow was doubtless the Mary Case reported as 
living at Newtown in the 1698 Census with a household 
of three [supra, 24:136]. 


E. William Case 


From the preceding section it will have been seen 
that Thomas Case, the testator of 1692, had a brother 
William then deceased, who had a son William, then liv- 
ing. The son was also at Newtown when the 1698 Census 
was made, with six in the family (supra, 24:136]. 

It is possible that the elder William Case was the 
W™ Casse aged 19 who was a passenger on the ship Dorset, 
John Flower M®, bound for ye Bormodos, 30 Sept. 163 
[supra, p. 66]. This passenger list was misread by Mr. 
A. P. Case as "MY Casse," and he was therefore at lib- 
erty, as he thought, to state that he preferred to as- 
sume that the passenger was John Casse, whereas others 
thought it was William, as indeed it was. How A. P. 
Case supposed that a youth of nineteen was entitled to 
be called "Mr." he does not say, especially a man who 
never signed his own name, though owner of considerable 
property. Moreover, it cannot be said in extenuation 
that Mr. Case was presented with difficult handwriting, 
for the document is in England and Mr. Case does not 
state that he personally examined the original. A 
youth of nineteen in 1635 would have been born ca. 1616 
and could have been an older brother of a man just mar- 
ried in 1655. But we really have no proof that the 
Dorset passenger was our William Case. 

On 26 Nov. 1674, a number of people at Newtown sign- 
ed a deed conveying their rijhts in common land and 
this deed was signed by the mark of William Case |New- 
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town Minutes, 2:520}). There seems to be no reason for 
the contention of Charles B. Moore lop. cit., p. 11] 
that William Case had been at Southold or for his be- 
lief tnat this William Case was the man of that name 
who became freeman of Rhode Island on 22 May 1665. Wil- 
liam Case of Rhode Island appears in J. 0. Austin's 
Genealogical Dictionary of Khode Island (Albany, 1887), 
pp. cfe-4. He died before 15 Oct. 1676 when his widow 
Mary sued Lawrence Turner. A migration from Newtown to 
RKhode Island would go counter to the main stream of 
movement. Moreover, a man who could sell rights in 
common land in 1674—this does not, of course, imply 
intent to remove elsewhere—would present us witn a 
tight squeeze if he had to die before 13 Oct. 16/76, to 
say nothing of how he could have become freeman in 
Rhode Island in 1665. 

William Case the younger, son of William Case the 
elder and nephew of Thomas Case, was probably the tes- 
tator of Newtown whose will was made 6 Jan. 1726/7, 
probated 13 Oct. 1/727 |New York Willis, 11:43, among un- 
recorded wills). He nanes wife Rebecca, son Thomas, 
five daughters Mary, Meribah, Elizabeth, Abigail, and 
Martha, under eighteen; and grandson John Case. He was 
probably the fatner of William Case Jr. of Newtown on 
ye island of Nassau, yeoman, who made his will one 
Dec. 1714, probated 2 Oct. 1/16, executors: Richard 
Alsop ana Thomas Alsop; witnesses: Robert Wilson, Henry 
Verdyne, Amy Alsop {New York Wills, 11:15, among unre- 
corded wills]. He had children under age. 


THE RANSOMS OF SHELBURNE, MASS. 


By Leila Bardwell, Route #2, Shelburne Falls, Vass. 


One hundred and fifty years, more or less, have 
passed since the Ransoms lived in Shelburne, Massachu- 
setts. Through the years the Ransom name has dimmed 
until to-day few Shelburne residents, if any, know that 
it headed more homes than any other family name, even 
more than the pioneer names of Bardwell, Fellows, Fiske, 
Kemp, Long, Nims and Wells. 

Because the Ransoms did not remain permanently in 
Shelburne or leave descendants there, Shelburne's know- 
ledge of them is limited. Meager facts dug out of old 
records provide a pleasing introduction to the Ransoms 
of Shelburne. 

Convincing evidence has been found to indicate that 
at least nine Ransom families, during the last half of 
the 18th century, settled in homes of their own. Al- 
Pheus Ransom and his wife Jhean, with their children, 
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Alpheus, Abigail, Betsey, Sarah, David and Dolly, came 
from Deerfield to Shelburne in 1786. All the other 
families came from the beautiful village of Colchester, 
Connecticut, along with the Skinner, Wells, Sweet and 
Taintor families. Most of the Ransoms settled in the 
southeast of the town. 

In 1780 the men living in the East School District 
were Newton Ransom, Jabez Ransom, Elisha Ransom, Hazael 
Ransom, Samuel Boyd, Stephen Kellogg, William Boyd and 
John Taylor. 

Newton Ransom settled in Shelburne in 1762. Newton 
Ransom, Junior, married Sarah Knowlton, and their son, 
Newton S., was born in Shelburne in 1784. Sarah, wife 
of Newton, died in Shelburne in 1804 and was buried in 
the cemetery on the "Old Hill." 

It is likely that Jabez Ransom, son of Newton, came 
to Shelburne with his father and by 1780 had married 
and established a home of his own. It was in November 
of 1779 that Newton Ranson deeded to his son Jabez "in 
consideration of love and affection...six acres of land 
in the south half of Shelburne." In 1796 Jabez owned 
real estate valued at $1,427 which informs us that he 
was a well-to-do man. In 1798 Jabez Ransom was a se- 
lectman. He was a close neighbor of his brother Ezek- 
iel. 

In 1796 Ezekiel Ransom owned real estate valued at 
$1,299. It was in 1801 when he was living in Townsend, 
Vermont, that Ezekiel Ransom offered for sale his Shel- 
burne farm "on the county road from Coleraine to North- 
ampton." Ezekiel's home where he probably started mar- 
ried life has met the fate of two other Ransom homes, 
having been consumed by fire in 1953. If not the old- 
est house in the south part of Shelburne at the time of 
the fire, it was one of three built before 1790. Since 
Ezekiel's father (Newton) was a carpenter, it is logic- 
al to believe he was the designer and builder of his 
son's house which was erected a short distance from the 
old Charlemont Road on the edge of a little settlement 
of ten houses scattered around "The Baptist Church of 
Shelburne and Deerfield." Some of those homes were 
small with only a garret upstairs. Surely it was a 
proud day for Ezekiel Ransom when his house arose two 
full stories high. Aside from the back stairway out of 
the large kitchen, there was the fascinating winding 
front-entry staircase with attractive molding. All the 
hand planed woodwork throughout the house never lost 
its charm. There were fireplaces upstairs as well as 
down. It was a sad sight to see that architectural 
landmark—the home of a pioneer— vanish with frighten- 
ing speed in a flash fire. 

Lt. Elisha Ransom's name is found in early records. 
He was Town Constable in 1780 and other years. He mar- 
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ried Mrs. Irena Wells of Colrain. In 1788 he bought a 
part of Robert Taylor's farm on which Taylor was then 
living. 

Lt. Hazael Ransom's son, Epaphroditus, born in Shel- 
burne, became the governor of Michigan in 1848. His 
brother Erastus, born in Shelburne in 1780, married 
Betsey, whose surname is unknown to her living descend- 
ants through her second husband, Luke Wolcott Bardwell. 
Buried in the Town Cemetery on "Old Hill" were children 
of "Mr. Hazael and Mrs. Zerviah Ransom"; also, a "son 
of Elisha and Mrs. Irena Ransom." In that old grave- 
yard there is a stone, "In memory of Mr. Sylvestus Sage 
Ransom who died in 1791." 

The home of Reuba and Calvin Ransom burned February 
28, 1800. It stood near the home of Col. David Wells 
of Revolutionary fame. From the present highway, its 
foundation stones are easily seen to-day. Eliphalet 
Ransom also lived in the east district. In 1810 Ru- 
dolphus Ransom owned land and presumably a house near 
Maj. Ira Arms in the northeast. 

John Ransom and his wife, Susan, lived next to the 
church up on top of "Old Hill" in the first village of 
Shelburne. Their home was one of the "four public 
houses" where, in 1787, the Town voted "to adjourn the 
meeting to Landlord Ransom's for half an hour" and a- 
gain in 1791 "voted to adjourn the meeting to Landlord 
Ransom's Inn." A special town meeting was held at Ran- 
som's pound. From Dr. John Long's diary of 1778 it has 
been learned that he "made fence with John Ransom" and 
"John Ransom's mill dam broke." 

There were other Ransoms with interesting names— 
Zaal and his wife Zerviah [Zaal presumably a diminutive 
for Hazael above], Jaba and his wife Chloe, Rhoda and 
Luther (Shelburne born) who became a doctor, Joshua, 
Susanna, "spinster," and others. Their home-sites are 
unidentified among the crumbling house foundations of 
the southeast. Glancing through the Shelburne Center 
Congregational Church Manual, one gets the impression 
that the Ransoms took the Meeting-house road on Sunday. 

The Ransom name, chiseled into stone in the old cem- 
etery on "the Hill," will always remain in Shelburne. 
It is easy to believe that Ransom craftsmanship can 
still be seen in two or three standing houses, because 
they so strongly resemble the two old Ransom houses 
tnat burned in recent years. Though the hearthstones 
of the Ransom homes no longer produce warmth, may we 
always remember that the Ransoms were a vital part of 
Shelburne in the days of her youth. Some of them were 
here when the severance from the Mother Town of Deer- 
field took place. 

What has become of all the descendants of the Shel- 
burne Ransoms? 


JOHN© PRENTICE OF NEW LONDON, CONN. 
AND HIS TWO NICHOLS WIVES 


Note: After long correspondence with Mr. Clarence A. Torrey 
of Boston, Mass., on the subject of John? Prentice and his wives, 
Mr. Torrey placed his Prentice files in my hands to prepare an 
article on the subject. Some information, important but not com- 
plete or entirely accurate, appeared in 1950 and 1951 in The Hart- 
ford Times, and we are indebted to Mrs. Rertha L. Benn for what 
there was published. I have checked a number of documentary 
sources, and have contributed data on the Nichols family, and am 
responsible for the following account, with svecial acknowledgment 
to Mr. Torrey.— Donald Lines Jacobus 


John® Prentice (Prentiss, Prentis, etc.], son of Val- 
entine and Alice ( ) Prentice, born in England, 
came from Roxbury, Mass., to New London, Conn. He mar- 
ried first, about 1651, Hester} [Esther] Nichols, born 
about 1635, died at New London, 6 Jan. 1679/80, daugh- 
ter of John Nichols of Fairfield, Conn., by his un- 
known first wife; she was mother of his first eight 
children. He married second, probably by 1683, Esther? 
Nichols, born at Stratford, Conn., 18 Feb. 1652/3, 
daughter of Caleb“ and Anne (Ward) Nichols of Stratford 
and Woodbury, Conn., and his first wife's first cousin 
although much younger; she was mother of his ninth 
child, Valentine, and presumably died at his birth or 
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June 1685 [New London Deeds, 4:51], Rebecca Parker, the 
jointure referring to any children he may have by her. 
John Prentice apparently died late in 1691. Rebecca was 
mother of his tenth child, Ralph. 

On the 15th of the 12th month 1689 [15 Feb. 1689/90] 
John Prentice, Sr., conveyed to his son Stephen the 
farm John dwells on, excepting what he gave to "my now 
wife Rebeccah" during widowhood; Stephen at the decease 
of his father is to pay to each of his four sisters £10 
apiece; if John die and leave children under 14, Ste- 
phen is to allow them £10 a year for maintenance until 
14, and if Stephen die, his widow is to carry out the 
agreement. Notation is made that the £10 that belongs 
to Mercy Prentice dec'd is to be paid to Hester Gallup, 
"my daughter." Acknowledged 29 Oct. 1691. [New London 
Deeds, 4:59; the notation referring to Mercy's death 
was probably made after the original document was drawn 
up. 

The births of nine of the children by the first wife 
are all found recorded in the Arnold copy and Barbour 
Index (at the State Library) of the New London Vital 
Records; Mercy's birth is missing, but apparently was 
seen by Miss Caulkins and is given in her History, and 
Mercy is of course proved by the above conveyance. 
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The children of John Prentice by his first wife are 
entered as of John and Hester, and we shall discuss her 
identity, and also that of the second wife, after list- 
ing the children. Before doing so, evidence will be 
given that the third wife Rebecca was a daughter of 
Ralph and Susanna (Keeney) Parker of New London. Wil- 
liam Keeney conveyed to his son-in-law Ralph Parker, 

31 Jan. 1685 [New London Deeds, 3:196]. Mrs. Susanah 
Parker testified 30 Sept. 1662, aged about 34, perhaps 
an understatement; and the same date, Marye Parker, 
agen about 19, testified |New London Town Records 1647- 
1666, p. 75). The Parker children were the above Mary, 
bern about 1643, who married William Condy of Boston 
and left no issue; Susannah, called daughter of Ralph 
when she married (first) 27 Mar. 1665, Thomas Foster, 
and married second, John Fox; Jonathan, eldest son, 
without issue; Mehitabel, who married first, William 
Pendall and second, a Stratton of East Hampton, L.1l.3 
Thomas, of Boston, who seems to have left a son Thomas; 
Rebecca, who married in 1685 John Prentice; Hannah, who 
had a child by Thomas Mitchell of New London in 1695 
and later married Richard Wiat; and Ralph, born 29 Aug. 
1670, survived his father but left no issue. 

Proof of these statements will be found in many New 
London deeds [see vol. 4, pp. 51, 70; vol. 5, pp. 21, 
31, 81, 88, 95, 106, 114; vol. 6, pp. 27, 29, 48). In 
particular, see Vol. 5, p. 132; a deed from his brother 
Jonathan to Ralph Parker of land originally their fa- 
ther's, confirmed by Susana Foster, Hannah Parker, Re- 
becca Prentis, and Mehetabell Pendall; also, vol. 6, p. 
208, a deed in 1712 from John Keeney, in return for a 
quitclaim from John Fox, to Fox's wife Susanah, Mehet- 
ibl Straton, Richard Wyat and Hannah his wife, and Jon- 
athan Prentis in behalf of Ralph Prentis. See also pa- 
pers in the 1710 settlement of the estate of Ralph Par- 
ker (who had died in 1683), where it is stated that 
Jonathan Parker, eldest son, and his sister Rebecca, 
who both administered, had died several years before, 
and the heirs are named as the daughters Mrs. Susana 
Fox, Mrs. Mehetabell Stratton and Mrs. Hannah Wiat, and 
the grandsons Thomas Parker and Ralph Prentts [The 
American Genealogist, 14:17]. 

Children of John Prentice by first wife: 


i. John3, b. 6 Aug. 1652; d. 21 Mar. 1714/15; m. 23 Nov. 

1675, Sarah Jones, who d. 1) Apr. 1733. He was made 
Captain of the Fort at New London, May 1692, and Cap- 
tain of the north company there, May 1708; and had 
deputy service. 

ii. Joseph, b. 2 Apr. 16553; d. June 1676. 

iii. Jomathan, b. 15 July 1657; d. 28 July 1727; m. Eliza- 
beth Latimer, who d. 1) Aug. 1759. He had deputy 
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service, was often a member of the Governor's Coun- 
cil, and was long a Justice of the Peace. 

Hester, b. 20 July 1660; d. 17 May 1751; m. Henadam 
Gallup, who d. 2 Aug. 1727. 

Peter, b. 31 July 1663; d. 14 May 1670. 

Stephen, b. 26 Dec. 1666; d. in 1758 ae. 92; m. Eliza- 
beth Rogers, who d. 30 Apr. 1737. He had deputy 
service; was made Lieutenant of the lth company in 
New London, Oct. 171k, and Captain of the same, May 
1727; overseer of the Indians at Niantic, May 1728. 

Mercy, b. Dec. 1668; d. in 1689-90 of the epidemic. 

Hannah, b. June 16723; bp. 7 July 1672; m. 15 Feb.169h, 
John Frink of Stonington, who d. 2 Mar. 1718. 

Thomas (twin), b. 6 Nov. 1675; bp. 1 Nov. 1675; d. 5 
Feb. 1740/1 ae. 66 yrs. 3 mos.; m. (1) 30 Jan. 1705, 
Mary Rogers; m. (2) 13 Jume 1725, Elizabeth (———) 
Palmes, who d. 9 Nov. 1733 ae. L8, widow of Andrew 
Palmes (Hempstead's Diary, 266); m. (3) 2 Jan. 17L0, 
Bethiah Chapel. He considerable service as dep- 
uty and Justice. Administration granted 19 Feb. 
17,0/1 to widow Bethiah and brother Stephen. No 
children. His first wife, Mary, d. 31 Dec. 1729. 
His third wife was Rethiah Dart, b. 12 Nec. 1709, 
widow of William Chapel; m. (3) Zebadiah Comstock. 

x. Elizabeth (twin), b. 6 Nov. 1675; bp. 1h Nov. 1675; d. 
13 Dec. 17703; m. 23 May 1700, Daniel Comstock. 


Child of John Prentice by second wife: 


xi. Valentine, b. say 1683-4; d. at Woodbury, Conn., in 
1756, testate; m. Abigail Walker, bp. 20 Sept. 1691, 
dau. of Deacon Zechariah and Elizabeth (Minor) Walk- 
er. His birth is not recorded, and there is a gap 
in the baptisms from 12 Aug. 1683 to 6 Dec. 1691. 

In the final settlement of the Prentice estate in 

1706, Valentine comes in for a share; Valentine of 

Woodbury gave a quitclaim to the executor, "my lov- 

ing — Capt. John Prentis" (New London Deeds, 
105). 


Child of John Prentice by third wife: 


xii. Ralph, infirm and maintained until death. Note above 
that he shared in the estate of his grandfather, 
Ralph Parker, and that in 1712 Jonathan Prentice was 
acting in his behalf. He d. 1h Mar. 1720/1 ae. 35. 


We come now to a consideration of the identity of 
Hester, the first wife of John Prentice. There are two 
important pieces of evidence, both in the New London 
County Court Records. The first is in vol. 2, p. 52, 
and is dated probably 2 May 1669; the year date looks 
somewhat like 1667, but the last figure may be a '9' 
open at the top, and the date of recording is plainly 
10 June 1669. The record reads in part: 
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"Elizabeth Fuller of the Towne of Plimouth in the 
Jurisdiction of Plimouth....sometimes the wife of Thom- 
as Bowein Late of Rehoboth in the Jurisdiction Afores@ 
Cooper Deceased And Samuell ffuller of the Towne of 
Plimoth Aforesd doe hereby make ordaine frame And Con- 
stitute our well beLoued Brother in Lawe John Prentice 
of new London Jn Newengland Blacksmith our true And 
Lawfull Atornye....l[reference is made to the will of 
Bowein dated 11 Apr. 1663, which gave two parcels of 
land at New London to Elizabeth, and the document is a 
power of attorney to Prentice to sell this land]. 
Witnesses: Thomass Cushman, Bridgett ffuller. 

The other record is in vol. 7, p. 105, the date 
heading being on a previous page, "County Courte held 
at N: London June: 5: th 1693"; several entries inter- 
vene, and then we read: "MY Ben: Adam Gallop plaintiff 
Contra MTS Rebekah Prentice Widow and Executrixs to the 
Estate of John Prentice deseased Deffen([dant} in an 
action of y® Case in the behalfe of his wife for ne- 
glecting to Deliuer A bed and beding & houshold stuffe 
being A Legacy belongeing to Hes(ter] Gallop Giuen to 
her by her Aunte Hannah Nicholls Deceasced to the Dam- 
age of twenty pound" Further notation: "This 
Acction Withdrawne in Courte" 

Since Hester (Prentice) Gallup had an aunt Hannah 
Nichols, and we have found no record to indicate that 
her father John Prentice had a sister Hannah who mar- 
ried a Nichols, it seems likely that Hannah was her 
maternal aunt, from which it would follow that her own 
mother was born Hester Nichols. 

Turning to Nichols families, we find [Jacobus, Fam- 
ilies of Old Fairfield, 1:434-5] that John@ Nichols 
(Francisl) died at Fairfield in 1655 when the inventory 
of his estate was taken, and the probate mentions his 
widow Grace and children Hester, Elizabeth, Hannah, 
Isaac, Sarah, and John. Grace married second, Richard 
Perry, and on 4 June 1659, as "Grace Perie now of fair- 
field widow," she conveyed to her son Isaac, now ap- 
prenticed with Isaac Nichols of Stratford [the boy's 
uncle], and "my three other children," Samuel, John, 
and Sarah. Samuel, unless accidentally omitted in the 
probate, was probably posthumous and born 1055. From 
these records, it seems likely that Hester, Elizabeth 
and Hannah were children of John Nichols by a former 
wife. 

Here then we have a Hester Nichols, suitable for the 
wife of John Prentice, with a sister Hannah Nichols, 
the maiden lady who left her few household belongings 
to her favorite niece Hester (Prentice) Gallup, and 
another sister Elizabeth, suitable for the wife of 
Thomas Bowen and Samuel Fuller, who calied John Pren- 
tice her brother-in-law. In addition to this, John 
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Nichols, half-brother of these sisters, died in King 
Philip's War in 1676, and the inventory of his estate 
at Fairfield refers to his interest in cattle in New 
London. It was never understood why he should have 
owned or had an interest in cattle in New London, but 
this is readily explained if he went as a lad to live 
with his much older sister Hester and her husband, John 
Prentice, in New London. 

Bradstreet's Journal, under date of 6 Jan. 1679/80, 
gives the death of "Goodwife Prentice aged about 44 or 
40" and adds, "She was a pious woman and of a very 
sweet nature, an excellent neighbor." It would seem 
that she was at least 44, as that would make her 17 
when her first child was born in 1652. It would place 
her birth date as about 1635. No special study of the 
Bowen and Fuller families has been made, but Elizabeth 
is said to have been born 1637 and died 1713; by her 
second husband, Samuel Fuller (Dr. Samuel+ of the May- 
flower), whose second wife she was, she is said to have 
had children Elizabeth, Hannah, and Isaac. It will be 
seen that Hannah could have been named for her unmar- 
ried sister, Hannah Nichols, and she had both a half- 
brother and an uncle named Isaac Nichols. We have al- 
ready seen that Hester (Nichols) Prentice named her 
four daughters Hester, Mercy, Hannah, and Elizabeth. 
Omitting Mercy, these were the names of the three Nich- 
ols girls. 

The evidence seems to us sufficient for the conclu- 
sions stated. Oddly enough, it can be proyed that the 
second wife of John Prentice was an Esther’ Nichols, 
daughter of Caleb© of Woodbury. This leads to the sur- 
mise that there had been visits back and forth between 
Prentice and his first Nichols wife and the family of 
her uncle Caleb. The evidence is as follows, but for 
better understanding we preface it with a statement of 
the family of Caleb Nichols. 

Caleb@ Nichols, probably the youngest son of Fran- 
cisl, settled in Stratford, Conn., where his first 
eleven children were born (all but one recorded); be- 
came an original settler in Woodbury, and had two more 
children recorded in the Woodbury Church records, but 
only the youngest after the actual removal of the set- 
tlers and church to Woodbury. He married Anne Ward, 
daughter of Andrew and Hester (Sherman) Ward, who died 
at Woodbury 23 July 1718 "in ye 98th yeare of her age 
as is supposed on good grounds"—nevertheless, this is 
a gross exaggeration, as it would make her around 30 
when the first of her thirteen children was born, and 
around 55 at the birth of the youngest. Caleb Nichols 
had died in 1690. 

Children of Caleb Nichols: 


| | 
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Abstract of the will of Caleb Nichols, 
bury, dated 14 Aug. 1690, proved 8 Nov. 1690: 


THE AMEXICAN GENEALOGIST 


Sarah, 6. 1 Dec. 1650; d, between 1687 and 1698; m. 

20 Oct. 167, as first of his three wives, Moses 
Wheeler, Jr., b. at Stratford 5 July 1651, d. there 
30 Jan. 172h/5 in 7th yr. (g.s.). 

Anne, b. 5 Mar. 1651/23; no further record, prob. d.y. 

Esther, b. 18 Feb. 1652/3; d. about 1683-l; m. after 
1680, John Prentice. 

Joseph, b. 25 Dec. 1656; d.y. 

Samuel, b. 29 Mar. 1658; d. at Woodbury in 1691; m. 
Susanna, widow of Thomas Fairchild, who m. (3) Sam- 
uel Castle. Two children, of whom only Josiah sur- 
vived and settled in Danbury. 

Andrew, b. 28 Nov. 1659; reached man's estate but d. 
unmarried. 

Abraham, b. 19 Jan. 1661/2; settled in Stratford (the 
north part, now Trumbull); m. (1) 3 Dec. 168, Rachel 
Kellogg, b. Feb. 1663; eight children; m. (2) after 
1708, Sarah (Rogers) Buckingham, b. 5 Oct. 1665. 

Abigail, b. 6 Feb. 1663/3; living 1715; m. William 
Martin, who d. at Woodbury July 1715. 

Mary, b. ca. 1665-6; d. at Derby 6 Apr. 1733 in 68th 
yr. (g-s.)3; m. 20 Jan. 1691/2, Capt. Joseph Hull, b. 
16 Feb. 1668/9, d. 5 Oct. 17hh. 

Hannah, b. Aug. 1667; living unmarried in 1706. 

Caleb, b. Feb. 1668/9; d. at Stratford (but of Woodbu- 
ry) 1h Apr. 1706 of a cancer, unmarried; testate. 

Phebe, bp. 12 Nov. 1671; d. between 30 Aug. 1732 and 
lb Agr. 17343 m. (1) 28 Dec. 1697, Isaac Knell, b. at 
Stratford Feb. 1655, d. there 2 Nov. 1708 in 57th yr. 
(g-s.); m. (2) after 1712, as his third wife, Ensign 
George Clark, bp. at Milford 30 Apr. 1648, d. there 
19 July 173) in 87th yr. (g.s.); no issue. 

John, bp. 23 Jan. 1675/6; d. at Woodbury (called Ser- 
geant) 24 Apr. 1727; m. 13 Nov. 1705, Jane Bostwick, 
b. 13 Apr. 1680; eight children, of whom only four 
survived. 


of Wood- 
lst, to 


eldest son Samuel Nichols five shillings beyond what I 


have given him already. 
Josiah Nichols, 
all land at Woodbury to be divided in three parts 


3rd, 


equally and two parts, 


2nd, to my eldest son's child 
10 acres on Grassy Hill in Woodbury. 


including the homestead I now 


live upon, to my wife and son John Nichols, and a third 
of movables to "my well beloued wife Ann Nicolce" at 


her own disposal; 


she shall have the lands while a wid- 


ow and if not enough for her maintenance, "my son John 
shall supplye his mother," John to have the two-thirds 


of lands after his mother's decease, 


and if she marry 


again "and bury y* husband" and needs to return, John 
shall receive her and "Let her haue which Roome shee 
pleaseth in y® dwelling house." 4th, to son Caleb the 


other third part of land at Woodbury. 


Sth, to son 
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$33. 

iv. 

Vv. 
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viii. 
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xX. 

xi. 
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| 


JOHN PRENTICE OF NE® LONDON 87 


Abraham, 10 acres out of my 32 acres at Coram Hill near 
Paugasit [Derby], with provisions in case "my wife & 
Childe [John] be droue from Woodbery [in Indian war- 
fare] & are willing to Liue at stratford." 6th, debts 
to be paid, and I give to "my three daughters Mary Anna 
& Pheby" the rest of land and movables; if not enough 
to make my three daughters' portions half as big as my 
three sons, then wife and sons to make up the deficit, 
but if more than enough, then the “ouer plush" to re- 
turn to the sons. 7th, "J Giue & bequeath vnto my sons 
in law Moses Wheeler John Prentis William Martin five 
shilling A peice if demanded it being in full of my 
daughters portions." Friends Mr. Zachariah Walker, 
Capt. John Minor and John Sherman to be overseers. The 
inventory was sworn to 28 Jan. 1690/1 by “Hannah Nic- 
olce y® widow Relict of Caleb Nicolce." A memorandum 
refers to accommodations [of land] "yt was somtimes An- 
drue Nicolces," this referring to the son Andrew who 
had died unmarried before his father, but evidently had 
reached adult age. (Fairfield Probate, 4:57.) 

The three older daughters had clearly received their 
portions at marriage or before the will was made, and 
the will proves that one of them had married John Pren- 
tice. 

An agreement to distribute the Estate of Caleb Nick- 
olls late of Woodberry deceased was made 28 May 1702, 
which reads "each Daughter shall receive" etc., and was 
signed by Abraham Nickolls, Caleb Nickolls, John Nick- 
olls, Joseph Hull in behalf of his wife Mary, Phebe 
Knell y® wife of Jsaak Knell, and Anna Nickolls y® Wid- 
d° [Woodbury Deeds, 2:143]. This of course relates to 
the will, so the three daughters who had received their 
portions and the son of the eldest son Samuel who had 
received his portion are not mentioned. 

The son Caleb Nichols, Jr., of Woodbury, made a will 
6 Mar. 1706, in which he gave £7 to his "Beloued sister 
Hannah Nickols for her Care Trouble and tendance of me 
in the time of my being under the docters hands," and 
the residue up to £30 equally between "my Eldest Broth- 
er Abraham Nickols and my sister Annah Nickolce," and 
any surplus of estate over £30 to be equally divided 
between his brothers and sisters, Abraham Nickolls, 
John Nickolls, Abegaile Martaine, Mary Hull, Annah 
Nickolce, and Phebe Knell. [Fairfield Probate, 5:93.] 

On 30 Mar. 1706, Abraham Nickols of Stratford sold 
to Valentine Prentice of Woodbury, certain "lands of my 
brother Caleb Nickols"; and on 19 Jan. 1709/10, Abraham 
Nickols of Stratford, Executor "to my Brother Caleb 
Nickols late of Woodbery deceast," for £50 deeds to 
Valentine Prentice. (Woodbury Deeds, 2:14, 106.) 

In the Estate of Sergt. John Nichols, the Widow 
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Jane appeared 22 June 1727, and the Court appointed her 
"and her Cousin Valentine Prentice" to administer. The 
date of John's death was stated as 24 Apr. 1727, the 
inventory was taken 29 June 1727 and was exhibited 18 
July 1727 by the widow Jane and by Volentine Prentice. 
The names and ages of the four children of John Nichols 
were stated. [Woodbury Probate Records, 1:76-8; Pro- 
bate Files, #3286. 

That Valentine Prentice's mother was the second wife 
of John Prentice and daughter of Caleb Nichols of Wood- 
bury is shown by several facts. John Prentice had mar 
ried a daughter of Caleb Nichols, as proved by the lat- 
ter's will; Valentine Prentice came to Woodbury to live 
where he had Nichols relatives, and he bought land from 
Abraham Nichols, son of Caleb. The actual proof is in 
the description of Valentine as "cousin" of his uncle 
John Nichols's widow when he was appointed co-adminis- 
trator of the estate. The term cousin was then often 
used in the sense of nephew, and Valentine was nephew 
of Jane Nichols's deceased husband. 

Caleb Nichols had only two daughters available as 
the one who married John Prentice for his second wife. 
These were Anne, born 5 Mar. 1651/2, and Esther, born 
18 Feb. 1652/3. Inasmuch as Caleb named a younger 
daughter Hannah in 1667, whose name in his own will and 
in that of his son Caleb is rendered Anna and Annah, it 
is to be concluded that the Anne born 1651/2 died young. 
It is also significant that Valentine Prentice named 
his eldest daughter Esther, and when she died young, he 
bestowed that name on his next daughter. He had two 
more daughters, but named neither of them Anna or Han- 
nah. 

We conclude that Esther Nichols, daughter of Caleb, 
was the second wife of John Prentice of New London, and 
that she was mother of his son Valentine. 

Children of Valentine and Abigail (Walker) Prentice, 
born at Woodbury: 


i. John, bp. 1 Oct. 1710; d. Apr. 1716. 
ii. Esther, b. 16 May 1712; bp. 18 May 1712; d. 9 Apr.1716, 
iii. Joseph, b. 20 Jan. 1714/15; bp. 23 Jan. 1715; d. before 
19 Jan. 1761 when administration was zranted to Abi- 
gail and Christopher Prentiss; m. Abigail » who 
m. (2) by 176 Amos Root. 
iv. Esther, b. 2 May 1717; bp. 19 May 1717; d. ae. over 
100; m. 10 Mar. 1743, Woodruff Emmons of Cornwall, 
Conn., who d. lh Aug. 1790 ae. 73 or 7h. 
v. John, b. 31 Oct. 17193 bp. 1 Nov. 1719; will 10 Sept. 
1751, proved 1 Oct. 1751; m. Elizabeth ———. 
vi. ws b. 9 Mar. 1721/2; bp. 18 Mar. 1722; d. 8 June 
Wii. ach b. 23 June 1723; bp. 30 June 1723; d. 1 Nov. 
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viii. Christopher, b. 13 Apr. 1726; bp. 17 Apr. 1726; d. 1h 

Apr. 1819 ae. 93; m. 18 Way 1748, Betsey Terrill, 
bp. 23 June 1728, d. 23 Jume 1805 ae. 77. 

ix. Abigail, bp. 17 Nov. 1728; d. at Roxbury, Conn., 1 Nov. 
1794; m. July 1749, Thomas Warner, b. Nov. 1722, d. 
at Roxbury 17 Dec. 1778 ae. 56. 

x. Patience, b. 7 July 1731; bp. 11 July 1731; m. 
Smith. 


In addition to specific sources cited, and the Vital 
and Church Records of New London and Woodbury, refer- 
ence is made to Frances Manwaring Caulkins, Histo of 
New London, 1852, pp. 328-30; William Cothren, Histor 
of Ancient Woodbury, 1854, pp. 672-3; and the photo- 
Static copy of the Parkhurst MS of New London families 
at the State Library, Hartford. The last should be 
consulted by those interested in later generations of 
the New London branches of the Prentice family. 


HINTS ON INDEXING 


By Donald Lines Jacobus, M.A., F.A.S.G. 


American families of early colonial descent have now 
multiplied to such an extent, and printing costs have 
risen so high, that it has become a major expense, even 
for people of considerable wealth, to publish a com- 
plete family history, running perhaps to two or three 
large volumes. More and more we see partial or sec- 
tional genealogies, tracing to date the descendants of 
an ancestor of the fourth, fifth or even the sixth Amer- 
ican generation. Such listings will increase in value 
through the revolving years, as they preserve data 
otherwise lost to posterity. 

Most of these partial genealogies are prepared by 
amateurs, and although occasionally printed by letter- 
press, are often put out by a suitable modern duplicat- 
ing process such as mimeographing or lithoprinting. 

The latter is to be preferred, since the size of the 
printed page can be reduced and the book or booklet 
made more manageable in size. Most of the compilers of 
such publications arrange the data in understandable 
fashion, usually following one of the standard forms 
generally accepted for genealogical listing. They dif- 
fer greatly as to an index, some providing none at all, 
some only a partial index, others a well arranged and 
reasonably complete index. 

Very few libraries of a public character with a 
large genealogical section have the funds to purchase 
all the works of this sort which have been appearing in 
recent years. In general, librarians look askance at 
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such a work which lacks a full name index, since it has 
little reference valus without one. As a rule, only a 
limited sale can be expected to members of the family, 
hence the library sale has an importance in reducing 
the net cost; and individual buyers too will find an 
index useful, as will those of the next generation who 
in the future may inherit or purchase a copy. 

Indexing is drudgery. If you are planning a family 
history or record book of any kind, and lack indexing 
experience, a few hints may be welcome. 

Use blank paper slips (cards are now too expensive, 
they also take up more space), all of precisely the 
same size (3"x5" is common, but smaller slips can be 
used), and preferably white or yellowish in color. Use 
a sharp pencil, if you can write clearly enough so that 
you yourself later, or a compositor, can read your hand- 
writing. If you are a poor or careless writer, it 
would be safer to have someone else write the slips. 
Typing the slips on a typewriter takes longer, as they 
have to be inserted and removed. I have known of long 
perforated strips being used, so that one insertion in 
the machine will make possible the typing of a number 
of names before the strip is removed. But the strips 
cost more, and then after typing you have to tear or 
cut them along the perforations which are provided, in- 
to separate slips with one name to a slip. It saves 
time and money to write by pencil, one name to a slip 
with the page reference. 

On the top line write the surname, "Burton," and 
under it the given name or names, "John Henry, 21." if 
that is the page number. After indexing ten or twelve 
pages, it is well to take a recess and arrange the 
slips in absolute alphabetical order, the surnames, A, 
B, C, etc., so that under B you get the surnames in 
their proper order, such as Brown, Brownell, Burling- 
ton, Burr, Burton, etc. Under each surname, the slips 
should be arranged by the given names, starting per- 
haps with Aaron, Abigail, Abijah, etc. 

The next time you index a few pages, arrange the new 
slips in the same way. Then the two stacks of slips 
have to be sorted into each other, and if the same en- 
tire name appears twice, the later page number has to 
be added to the first slip. Thus, if you have 


Burton and Burton 
John Henry, 21. John Henry, 36. 


you change the first slip to read 


Burton 
John Henry, 21, 36. 


| 
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When you have done this, run the pencil through the en- 
try on the second (discarded) slip, turn it around and 
place it with the blank unused slips. Every slip can 
be used four times, twice on one side (by turning it 
around) and twice on the reverse side. 

Of course this salvage of used slips may not save 
much unless your book is large with many of the same 
names appearing on a number of pages; or unless you 
plan a series of booklets, in which case you can reuse 
all the slips of the index to the first booklet after 
they have served their purpose, by running a pencil 
through all the entries and turning the slips around or 
over. Even if you think your time is worth more than 
the cost of fresh slips, this is a mechanical process, 
so that you can cross off entries while listening to 
the radio or carrying on a conversation with your wife. 
Or you can do some of it at the phone in place of dood- 
ling. 

If the name of the family to which the book is chief- 
ly devoted is Burton, never take the time to write that 
name on a slip. Simply head Burton entries with a Bor 
a check mark, thus: 


B or Jv 
John Henry, 21. John Henry, 21. 


You will know what this means if you type the full in- 
dex after it is prepared. If you plan to print your 
book (letterpress), when that time comes just write 
"Burton" once at the top of the first slip which starts 
the B or check-mark group and notify the printer that 
the surname remains unchanged throughout the slips so 
headed from Aaron to Zechariah. Such shortcuts help 
even in small books, and in a large genealogy it is 
senseless to write the chief surname hundreds, perhaps 
thousands, of times. 

When the index is completed, check through the slips 
very carefully to make sure they are all in absolute 
order. An elastic should be kept around them when you 
are not working on them. If the index is large, it 
will be kept in sections, with an elastic around each 
section. The index to a 300-page book will probably 
fall into at least four sections, such as A-D, E-I, 
J-R, S-Z. 

With regard to surnames aside from the chief family 
name (such as Burton if it is a Burton genealogy), 
there may be a single slip for a surname, or there may 
be 5, 12, 30 or 50 slips. It is a good plan, while 
making your final check, to underline heavily the first 
appearance of each new surname. Thus when your slip 
reads "Everts, Anna," followed by others of the Everts 
name, underline this first Everts but not the others. 
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It is very easy for you while typing, or for a printer 
is he sets up the index from the slips, to fail to no- 
tice a change in surname, especially when the change is 
Slight. For example, you may have six entries under 
the name Platt, followed by three under the name Platts, 
and you may have good reason for believing these names 
to be distinct and of different origin; indeed, you may 
happen to know that the ones named Platt were of Eng- 
lish origin, and that the three in your book by the 
name of Platts came from a German family (Platz), so 
you do not wish to combine the surnames. You wish each 
surname to appear once, with succeeding entries indent- 
ed under each surname. But it is very easy in typing— 
or for the printer—to overlook such slight differences 
in surname. When you are making your final check of 
the slips, you are watching carefully the alphabetical 
order of each slip, so that is the time to underline 
each new surname as it appears. This will later serve 
as a valuable guide and will help to prevent error. 

I hope these hints may prove useful to amateur in- 
dexers. But at best, indexing is drudgery, and you may 
decide to employ a professional indexer. There are no 
standard rates. Some charge on a straight time basis. 
That is not always satisfactory, as there is a great 
difference of speed even among experienced indexers. 
The work is sometimes done on a "per entry" basis. It 
cannot be done on a page basis, because genealogical 
books differ widely, nearly every page in some being 
heavy with names, while in others a great deal of read- 
ing matter breaks the listing of names. On an entry 
basis, some 25 years ago a fair rate was considered to 
be one cent an entry for a small genealogy (say under 
200 pages), a cent and a half an entry for a larger one 
(say 200 to 500 pages), and two cents an entry for a 
big book (say 500 to 800 or 900 pages). Indexing is 
one of the few lines in which the unit price increases 
with an increase in bulk. The bigger the book is, the 
more index slips there are to sort through at each in- 
dexing session, also there is more repetition of names 
so that it takes more time combining entries. Hence it 
takes far more time per entry to index a book contain- 
ing 20,000 names, than to index one with 4,000 entries. 

At the present time, with everything at least double 
the price it was 25 years ago, the indexing rates men- 
tioned above would doubtless be higher in proportion. 

I have no way of knowing current prices, as I have done 
all my own indexing for many years, and when employed 
to do it for others have worked on the time basis. For 
a large book, indexing on any basis (time or per entry) 
is fairly expensive, but for a small book it is not a 
major item of cost in its production. The rates men- 
tioned were for providing a complete name index on 
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slips, such as a printer can use. A typed copy would 
cost extra, at typing rates. Not all indexers are e- 
quipped to make stencils for mimeographing, or experi- 
enced in typing master copy for lithoprinting. These 
are of course additional operations, whether done by 
the writer of the book, by a professional indexer, or 
by a third party. With letterpress printing, most good 
printing houses have compositors who can set up the in- 
dex from your slips without the need of providing a 
typed copy; they may, however, need explicit instruc- 
tions as to how to handle the slips and set up the in- 
dex. 

Opinions differ as to how complete a name index 
should be in a family history. I do not belong to the 
fussbudget school which demands a technically perfect 
index. If your book quotes an original record in which 
the name of the settler, William Burton let us say, was 
entered by the scribe as Wiliam Burtone, I think it 
nonsensical to include the form "Burtone" in the index. 
No user of the book will look for "Burtone" in the in- 
dex, nor will he look for "Wiliam" under Burton. It 
seems only sensible to include the page reference with 
others under the standard spelling of William Burton's 
name. If your book has a few entries under Curtis, and 
a few under Curtiss, I recommend combining them under 
a double surname heading, "Curtis, Curtiss." The spell- 
ing used in the book may be the way you found it in a 
record, or the way some descendant spelled it when he 
sent you data. It is not always certain that the form 
used in the book is the way the owner of the name him- 
self spelled it. Furthermore, a user of the book who 
is looking for a John Curtis(s) born 1700 will want to 
look up the name under any spelling, since at that per- 
iod orthography was not fixed. With any surname which 
was spelled with slight differences, it is more useful 
to combine the spellings under one surname heading, 
unless you really know that two distinct family strains 
are involved, as in the hypothetical case of Platt and 
Platts referred to above. The more you know about sur- 
names in general, the better job will you do in decid- 
ing when to combine and when not to combine. 

Women, at any rate, married women, are perplexing to 
the indexer. If John Burton married Hannah Lester, it 
is useful to list her not only as "Lester, Hannah," but 
also as "Burton, Hannah (Lester)." Suppose someone is 
seeking a Hannah Burton who married his ancestor. He 
looks up every Hannah Burton in your index, without 
finding the one he seeks. If John Burton died rather 
young, it may have been his widow, Hannah (Lester) Bur- 
ton who is sought, but unless you list this item under 
"Burton, Hannah (Lester)," this seeker will not find her 
except by reading the book through. 
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However, I must admit that one can be over-meticu- 
jous in indexing. Suppose John Burton married Hannah 
(Lester) Smith, widow of John Smith, and that after his 
death she married Thomas Rogers. Perfect indexing re- 
quires that you enter Hannah four times; under her mai- 
den name, also as "Smith, Hannah (Lester)," as"Burton, 
Hannah (Lester) (Smith)," and as "Rogers, Hannah (Les- 
ter)(Smith)(Burton)." Some cut this a little by hy- 
phenating the married names, thus: "Rogers, Hannah 
(Lester-Smith-Burton)." 

Sometimes I feel that we do too much for those who 
may consult our family histories. You had to do a lot 
of digging and spend time and money collecting, com- 
piling and publishing the data in your book, and you or 
your indexer had to put in an untold amount of drudgery 
to provide even a moderately good index. So why should 
this nameless individual mauling a copy of your book at 
a public library be handed everything on a silver plat- 
ter? Let the stupid ox do a little digging "on his 
own." He didn't even buy a copy of your book, and most 
probably he will not feel any gratitude to you for 
finding and putting into print just what he seeks and 
providing a good index so that he can locate it without 
personal trouble. 

That is the way I feel after several hours writing 
and sorting index slips. Nevertheless, there is a real 
satisfaction when the index is completed, in a good job 
done. And it would be ungracious to fail to add that, 
over the years, quite a number of strangers have writ- 
ten and thanked me for data I made available to them 
in print. So my advice is, make as good an index as 
you can, and I shall be happy if any of the hints given 
herein should help towards a solution of some of your 
indexing problems. 


GRAY—-JUNE FAMILY RECORDS 


Supplied by Robert R. Buell, Ph.D., Route 1, Prairie du Sac, Wis. 


The following was copied in 1892 from a sheet laid 
into a Rood family Bible in Lapeer County, Mich., by 
(the late) Prof. John Romain Rood. Probably the record 
was started by Elmina Gray Rood from Bible records at 
her disposal and continued by her son Alpheus A. Rood. 
The June record adds somewhat to the account given b 
Conklin Mann in the New York Gen. and Biog. Record, by 
274-5, confirming his surmise that Deborah and Lydia 
(but not Mary) were among the children of David June 
(son of Peter, not David as in the Bible record) and 
Prudence Ambler who married 2 Nov.1769, at New Canaan, 
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Conn. The June family goes back earlier at Stamford, 
Conn., than the writer of the family record supposed. 


The Gray family is of Irish origin but when they first came to 
America is not known, Alpheus Gray sr. and Samuel Gray, grand- 
father of Elmina Gray, once owned a farm together on the old stage 
road from Brandon, Worcester Co., Mass., one mile from Brandon. 
Said Sam'l Gray was born in the town and county of Worcester in 
1754. Rebecca Allen his wife, was born in Mass 1760. The follow- 
ing were their children: 

Alpheus Gray born Nov 20, 1782 

Thomas Gray born May 2, 1782 

Samuel Gray born Jan 20, 178) 

Allen Gray born June 20, 1786 

Sarah Gray born May 16, 1788 

AnnGray born Jan lh, 1790 

Elizabeth Gray born May 6, 1792 

Harvey Gray born July 10, 179 

Warren Gray born July 8, 1796 

Belinda Gray born October 8, 1802 

Hiram Gray born March 29, 1805 


ALPHEUS GRAY FAMILY 

Alpheus Gray, son of Samuel Gray, and father of Elmina, afterwards 
wife of Orvis Rood, married Deborah June daughter of David June. 
The following are their children born in Brandon, Rutland Co., 
Vermont 

Harvey Gray born Dec 19, 1803, died July 23, 1862 

Prudence Gray born Oct 12, 1805 

Elvira Gray born July 23, 1807 

Elmina Gray born March 7, 1809 

lydia Gray born Aug 18, 1811; died 4 Jan 1893 

Diantha Gray born Aug 16, 1813 

Ashel J. Gray born March 7, 1818 


Marriages 
Harvey Gray, son of Alpheas > -maeried Elinor D. Otto Jan. 25, 1827 
Prudence Gray married Daniel Dean March 19, 1828 
Elvira Gray married William Edmonds April (blank) 1831 and after 
his death married Mr. Galord 
Elmina Gray married Orvis Rood Aug 8, 1838 
Lydia Gray married Frank Lombard Apr 27, 183) 
Diantha Gray married Henry Dodds Aug 21, 183) 
Ashel J. Gray married Jane Vosberg Dec 1, 182 
Death 
Alpheus Gray died Aug 27, 1826 son of Samuel Gray aged L6 years 
less 1 month and 23 days 
Deborah Gray his wife, died Dec 31, 1857 
Harvey Gray died July 23, 1862 
Elmina Gray Rood died Dec 13, 1869 
Diantha Gray Dodds died March 19, 1889 
Elvira Gray Gaylord died Feb (blank) 1888 
Prudence Gray Otto died Aug 30, 1889 
Elnor Otto Gray died Feb (blank) 1888 
Jane F. Vosburg Gray died June 21, 1878 
Henry Dodds died August 16, 187), 
Frank Lombard died Nov 29, 1875 aged 72 yrs 2 mos 15 dys 
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Henry Dodds and his wife Diantha lived on a farm in Lapeer two. 
same co. Mich. and Alpheus, William, George, John H., Sarah, and 
others were their children. 

Frank Lombard and his wife Lydia lived on a farm in Lapeer Twp 
but had no children. 

Ashel J. Gray and Jane his wife lived on a farm in Lapeer Twp and 
Sharlotte Alpheus, Elisa and Richard were their children. 


JUNE FAMILY 
The Junes came from France and are of French blood. David 

June came from France with a brother and it is said their parents 
were wealthy and of high standing. David June, son of above, was 
born in the town of Old Sandford (sic, for Stamford) Conn. Sept. 
9, 1746 and married Prudence Ambler who was born March 17, 1752. 
Amongst their children was Deborah June afterwards wife of Alpheus 
Gray. These were their children: 

Daniel June born May 8, 1770 

David June jun. born January 27, 1779 

Stephen June born Sept l, 1775 

Deborah June born Feb 25, 1781, died 1857 

William June born April 1, 1783 

Lydia June born Nov 25, 1788 

Diantha June born June 18, 1791 


(This concludes the record, which omits Asahel June, born at 
Stamford 6 Feb. 1772, after whom his nephew Ashel J. (J. for 
June?) Gray was probably named. Stephen June is entered above 
out of his order of birth, so perhaps the copyist was confused at 
this point; he may have omitted the two births, but onlv realized 
that he had omitted Stephen and entered him out of place, over- 
looking Asahel entirely. The June family moved from Stamford, 
Conn., to Brandon, Vt.— Editor.) 


FEMALE DIMINUTIVES 


By Winifred Lovering Holman, S.B,, and Donald Lines Jacobus, M.A. 


It has become apparent to us of late that the young- 
er generation of searchers, even those who call them- 
selves professional—and anyone who takes money for his 
services is such—are not cognizant of the more common 
nicknames given to women in the eighteenth and nine- 
teenth centuries. We therefore give a list of a few of 
these, most of which were quite ordinary and others 
less so, in the period from 1700 to about 1880. Many 
of the diminutives were phonetic and this should always 
be considered. 

Certain names were entirely interchangeable in the 
earlier period, auch as Hester and Esther, Anna and 
Hannah; this too does not seem to be well known to the 
younger genealogical groups. The names Lois, Loisa, 
Louisa and Lovisa (pronounced Louiza, with 'i' as in 
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‘ice' in parts of New England) were also used indis- 
criminately as variations of the same name. Names of 
distinct origin, such as Mabel and Mehitable, were also 
considered interchangeable in many sections. The suf- 
fix -an was added to some feminine names, so that Mary 
evolved into a different name, Marian (later Mary Ann 
and Mariana), Julia into Julian (later Juliana), and 
Lucy into Lucian (later Luciana, while Lucena and other 
variations are found). The old forms Julian and Lucian 
often puzzle the inexperienced, because today they are 
usually considered to be names for males. 

A number of nicknames could come from more than one 
given name. Nellie might be derived from Helen, Elean- 
or, Cornelia, etc., Etta from Henrietta, Marietta, etc., 
and both Nellie and Etta became names in their own 
right and were sometimes bestowed on a child. Similar- 
ly, Clara, Flora and Sophie are often given names, but 
they were also used as diminutives, Clara for Clarissa 
or Clarinda, Flora or Florrie for Florence, Sophie for 
Sophia or Sophronia. And Myra might be a given name or 
a shortened form for Elmira. 

The following list, limited to names chiefly used by 
the descendants of English settlers, is very, very far 
from complete, but may nevertheless be found useful. 


Abiah - Biah. 

Abigail - Abbie, Nabby. 

Adelaide - Addie. 

Agnes - Aggie. 

Alice - Alsa, Elsie. 

Almena - Mena. 

Amanda - Manda. 

Amelia - Millie. 

Ann, Anna - Nancy, Nan, Annie (see Hannah). 

Antoinette - Nettie. 

Augusta - Gussie. 

Barbara - Bab, Babbie. 

Bethia - Betty (see Elizabeth). 

Caroline - Carrie, Caddie. 

Cassandra - Cassie. 

Catharine, Katharine - Kate, Kitty, Kittis. 

Cecily, Cecilia - Sissie. 

Charlotte - Lottie, Lollie. 

Christina - Kersty [Scotch]. 

Clarissa, Clarinda - Clara. 

Cordelia - Delia (see Fidelia). 

Concurrence - Currence. 

Damaris - possibly Dimmis (found chiefly in the Col- 
chester section of Connecticut). 

Deborah - Debby. 

Dorothy - Dolly, Dotty, Dot, Dotha. 
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Edith - Edie. 

Eleanor - Ellen, Nellie (see Helen). 

Electa - Lecta. 

Eliphal - Fally. 

Elizabeth - Betsey, Betty, Beth, Bessie, Bess, Lizzie, 
Lysbet, Libbie, Eliza. 

Esther, Hester - Essie, Hessie. 

Experience - Peddie. 

Fidelia - Delia (see Cordelia). 

Frances - Frank (common 1860-1880), Frankie. 

Genevieve - Jenny (see Jane). 

Gertrude - Truda, Trudie, Gertie. 

Hannah, sometimes interchanged with Anna. 

Herriet - Hattie, Haddie. 

Helen - Nellie, Nell, Lena (see Eleanor). 

Henrietta - Etta, Hetty (see Mehetable). 

Hepsibah - Hepsy. 

Hermione - Hermie. 

Irene - Rena. 

Isabel, Isabella - Belle. 

Jane, Janet, etc. - Jennie (see Genevieve). 

Jemima - Mima. 

Joan - Nonie. 

Judith - Judy, Judah (the latter really masculine). 

Lavina, Lavinia - Viney. 

Loretta - Retta. 

Lorraine - Rana. 

Lucinda, Luciana, etc. - Lucy. 

Mabel, often used for Mehetable. 

Madeleine, Magdalen - Maida, Magda, Lena. 

Margaret - Maggie, Peggy, Peg. 

Marguerite - Rita. 

Margery [variant of Margaret] - Madge. 

Martha - Mattie, Patty (see Patience). 

Mary - Molly, Polly, Mamie, Mimi, Minnie (see Wilhel- 
mina), Mate [common in N. Y. State, 1840-80]. 

Mehetable - Mitty (see Submit), Hetty (see Henrietta); 
sometimes converted into Mabel. 

Melissa - Lissa, Lisa. 

Mildred - Millie. 

Patience - Patty (see Martha). 

Prudence - Prue. 

Sarah - Sally, Sadie. 

Submit - Mitty (see Mehetable). 

Susan, Susanna - Sukey. 

Theresa - Thursa, Thirza. 

Tryphena - Pheney, even Pene. 

Virginia - Ginnie. 

Wilhelmina - Mina, Minnie (see Mary). 

Winifred - Winnie, Winnet [common on old Cape 


ANCESTOR TABLES 


This feature was inaugurated in January 1955 as a 
service to subscribers. It met with a favorablere- 
sponse and in the course of three years and a quarter 
(thirteen issues) we have published sixty-five Tables, 
an average of five to an issue. The great majority of 
these appeared in the second half of 1955 and through 
1956. In 1957 a trifle under 15 out of 256 pages were 
given to the Tables, so the demand seems to be slacken- 
ing. Most of the old subscribers who wished to have 
their Tables published have sent them in. For new sub- 
scribers, as well as for old ones who desire it but 
have "put it off," the service is still open. Many 
have written approving the idea, and while there are 
doubtless a few (we have actually heard from only one) 
who would prefer to have all the space devoted to arti- 
cles, we do not feel that the amount of space given to 
the Tables has been excessive, except during the year 
and a half when they were coming in so rapidly. Hence 
we shall continue to offer this service, to subscribers 
only. A reminder to those who have forgotten and to 
those who never saw the original instructions: the idea 
is to give one line to an ancestor, with full name, 
year dates of birth and death, and chief place of resi- 
dence, which is often the place of death, the residence 
usually appearing only after the husband's name. In 
most cases, the wife lived with parents in youth and 
with husband after marriage. We do try to make allow- 
ance for the few exceptions. An asterisk means that 
the descendant wishes further information, particularly 
the ancestry, pertinent to the individual so marked. 


LXVI. ANCESTOR TABLE, STUART HOLMES SHERMAN 
Address: The Fairlawn, Winnsboro, S.C. 
1. Stuart Holmes Sherman, 1902, Providence, R.I. 
—II 
2. Walter Cyrus Sherman, 1873- » Dover, Vt. 
Ellen Holmes, 187)- 
—III 
h. Cyrus Stuart Sherman, 188-1922, Dover, Vt. 
5. Marion Lucy Gould, 161,9- Belvidere, ni. 


Henry Ashby meget! 1850-193L, Stonington, Conn. 


7. Mary Tyler Kent, 1850-1909, Lonsdale, R.I. 

8. Edwin Fiske Sherman, 1821-1872, Dover, Vt. 

9. Mary Howe Phillips, 1827- 

10. John Palmer Gould, 1806-1876, “Dover, Vt. 

ll. Harriet Aurelia [azell, 1811-1892. 

12. Isaac Denison Holmes, 1812-1899, Mystic, Conn. 
13. Ellen Kemp, 1820-1882, Groton, Conn. 

14. George Arnold Kent, 

15. Ellen Kilburn, 1828- ‘ 
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16.#Luther Sherman, 

17.*Abigail Blashfield, - 

18. Nathan Phillips, 1787-18). 

20. Silas Gould, 1780-185, Dover, Vt. 

21.*Betsey Johnson, 

22. Isaac Lazell, 178)-1875, Mendon, Mass. 
23.*Lucy Wilson, "1778-1819, Pelham, Mass. 

24. Jeremiah Holmes, Jr., 1782-1872, North Stonington, Conn. 

25. Ann Borodell Denison, 178-1873, Mystic, Conn. 

26.*William Moody Kemp, 1795- » Canter(?), England. 

27.%Phebe Wolfe, - 

28. Ezra Kent, 1799-1868, Cumberland, a 
29.*Lydia Patt, 1802-1881. 

30. George Kilburn, 

31. Laura Hooper, 1807-1885. 

—vI 

32. Nathan Sherman, 1767-1839, Dover, Vt. 

33. Mary Stearns, 1768-1865. 

35 

36.*Oliver Phillips, 1751-1836, Easton, Mass.; Newfane, Vt. 
37.*Bathsheba Howard, - . 

38. Jacob Morse, — Newfane, Vt. 

39. Sarah Hawes, 

40. John Gould, 176-1816. 

ll.#Jane Palmer, 1753-1825. 

.* 

43.* 

lu. Isaac Lazell, 1750-1812, Hingham, Mass.; Dover, Vt. 

4S .#Deborah Thompson, 1755-1812. 

.# 

48. Jeremiah Holmes, 175-1791. 

9. Mary Denison, 1757-1828, Mystic, Conn. 

50. Isaac Denison, 1751-1817. 

51. Eunice Williams, 1755- 

52.*Anthony Kemp, 

53.#Susan Moody, - 

Si.#Anthony Wolfe, - 

65.#Mary Eldridce, 

56. Hezekiah Kent, 1771-186, Cumberland, R.I. 
57.#Lavina Dexter, 1770-189. 

58 

60.*#Elijah Kilburn, 

61. Rebecca Jennison, 177h- 

62. Salmon Hooper, 177-1822, Walpole, N.H. 
63.#Kebecca Foster, 1775-1851, Berwick, Maine. 
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LXVII. ANCESTOR TABLE, MRS, WILLIAM CURTIS CLARK 
Address: 8233 New Second Street, Elkins Park, Pa. 


Flora Spofford Briggs, born Susan Spofford Haskell, 188)- 


2. John Bliss Haskell, 1825-1889, Clarkson, N.Y. 


3. 
—II 
5. 
6. 
7. 
—IV 


16. 


2k t 
—VviI 
32. 
33. 
35 .# 
36. 


Emma Sophie Rose, 1851-1890. 

I 

Lemuel Haskell, 1796-1881, Wethersfield, Conn.; Clarkson, N.Y. 
Susan Hoyt Spofford, 1792-1879. 

John Rose, 1825-189, Oxfordshire, Eng.; Rrockport, N.Y. 

Emma Townsend, 1827-1896. 


Squire Hascall, Jr., 178-1801, Thompson & Wethersfield, Conn. 

Esther Humphrey, 176-1810. 

John Spofford, 175-1796, Georgetown, Mass.; Atkinson & Salem, 
N.H.; Herkimer Co., N.Y. 

Susannah Dow, 1756- 


. James Rose, -bef .1880, Oxfordshire, Eng.? 


Sophia » 1803-aft.1880. 
Anthony Townsend, 1792-aft.1880, Berkshire, Eng.? 
Martha Cooper, -bef .1880. 


Squire Hascall, 1706-177, Middleboro, Mass.; Killingly, Cor. 
Elizabeth " -bef .1787. 

Isaac Humphrey, 172-1793, Dorchester & Dudley, Mass. 

Mary Wiswall, 172-180). 


Deacon Abner Spofford, 170-1777, Rowley, Mass. 


Sarah Colman, 1715- 


. Abraham Dow, 1732-1795, Atkinson, N.H. 


Susannah Hoyt, 1730- 
o 31.*- 


John Hascall, 1670-1729, Middleboro, Mass.; Killingly, Conn. 
Mary Squire, 168l-aft.1728. 


Isaac Humphrey, 1695-1730, Dorchester, Mass. 
Jane Urene, 169)/5-1728. 
Ebenezer Wiswall, 16995-1768, Dorchester, Mass. 


. Ann Capen, 1703- 

. Capt. John Spofford, 1678-1736, Rowley & Georgetown, Mass. 
. Doreas Hopkinson, 1677-1717. 

. Thomas Colman, 1672- » Rowley & Newbury, Mass. 

. Phebe Pearson, 1682-175). 


John Dow, 1709-1780, Haverhill, Mass. 
Mehitable Haines, 1709-1783. 


. Lieut. Micah Hoyt, 170-1769, Amesbury, Mass. 


Susannah Colby, 1705-1790. 


8. 
9. 
ll. 
13. 
1h. 
15. 
2 
hl 
LS. 
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LXVIII. ANCESTOR TABLE, HAZEL (KENERSON) LAFLER 

Address: 55 West Lane, Madison, N. J. 
—I 
1. Hazel Ellen Kenerson (Mrs. Herbert Alva Lafler), 1903- 
—II 
2. Joseph Edward Kenerson, 1869-1950, aeaihe Mass. 
3. Jean (Jennie Estelle) Gray, 1876- 
—III 
4. Woodbury Kenerson, 1822-1913, Marlboro, Mass. 
S. Ellen McShea, 18):3-1922, Dublin, Ireland; Marlboro, Mass. 
6. George Carroll Gray, 185-1880, Boston, Mass. 
7. Anna Francena Nichols, 189-1882. 
—IV 
8. Laban Kenerson, 1790-1879, Newmarket, N.H. 
9. Mary Tuttle, 1801-1877. 
10.#Owen McShea, - » Dublin, Ireland. 
11.*Ann 
12. Thomas Jebterecn Gray, 1807-1893, Sedgwick, Maine. 
13. Charlotte M. Gray, ay, 1807-3 
14. Hiram Nichols, 1806-1853, Lowell, Mass. 
15. Abigail Upton, 1810-1896. 
16. Aaron Kenniston, 176-1823, Newmarket, N.H. 
17.#Phoebe Kenniston, -181). 
18.*Paul Tuttle, - » Lee, N.H. 
19.#Hannah Croxford, - 
20 to 
24. Solomon Gray, 1783-1873, Sedgwick, Maine. 
25. Betsy Black Freathy, 1785-1860. 
26. Abner Gray, 1780-1865, N. Penobscot, Maine. 
27. Lucy Billings Howard, 1786-1876. 
28. Peregrine Nichols, 1774-1853, Merrimack, N.H. 
29. Mary Nevins Wheeler, 1775-1851. 
30. Ezekiel Upton, 1775-1863, Mont Vernon, N.H. 
31. Abigail Dodge, 177-1837. 
32. Nathan Kenniston, c.1703-1771, Newmarket, N.H. 
33.*Sarah York, -bef .1758. 
3u.#Thomas Kenniston, c.172l-1828, Brookfield, N.H. 
35 
36.*Paul Tuttle, -c.177h, Dover, N.H. 
37.*Lydia Jacobs, -liv.1793. 
38.*Daniel Crocksford, c.1753-1837, Durham, N.H. 
39. Mary Bennett, c.179-1820. 
to 
48. Reuben Gray, 1762-1858, Sedgwick, Maine. 
49. Sarah Goodwin Herrick, 1766-186. 
50. Joseph Freethy, c.175l-1837, Sedgwick, Maine. 
Sl. Elizabeth Black, c.1763-1867. 
52. Reuben Gray, 17):3- 1626, Sedgwick, Maine. 
53.*Abigail Black, ° 
Si.*Samuel Howard, - » Brooksville & Montville, Maine. 
SS. Hannah Billings, 1766-1832. 
S56. Amos Nichols, 1747-1783, Merrimack, N.H. 
S57. Mary White, bp.1736-1796. 
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58. Timothy Wheeler, 1750-1626, Amherst, N.H. 

59. Mary Nevins, 1752-1815. 

60. Ezekiel Upton, ¢.1751-1835, Reading, Mass. 

61.#Hannah Washer, bp.1750-aft.1779. 

62. Josiah Dodge, 1745-c.1820, Beverly, Mass.; Mont Vernon, N.H. 
63. Ellinor Edwards, 17)8-c.1826. 


DELAWARE COUNTY, OHIO, PROBATE 


By Mrs. Carl Main, 153) East 248th Street, Cleveland 17, Ohio 


The contributor has collected a great deal of data 
from record sources on the families of Delaware County, 
Ohio. She would be glad to receive early family rec- 
ords from descendants of these families. 

The following are the earliest estates found in the 
probate records of the county: 


OLNEY Estate Discovery Olney 
Date Sept. 11, 1810 
Adms. Sarah Olney, Henry Slack 
Sureties Ezekiel Brown, Azariah Root 
Bond $500 
[Discovery Olney was listed as a son in the will of 


Major Coggeshall Olney made Jan. 16, 1804, proved 
Dec. 12, 1804 at Marietta, Ohio; see Washington Co., 
Ohio, Wills by Genevieve Mary Potts. Discovery 0l- 
ney married Sarah Stucke in Washington County; he 
was b. July 2, 1778, d. June 10, 1810, see Thomas 
Olney Genealogy (1880) by James H. Olney. ] 


DAVID Estate Thomas David 
Date Jan. 7, 1811 
Adms. Isabel David, Henry Perry 
Sureties John Jones, Edward Evans 
Bond $500 


Estate Isaac Welch 

Date Jan. 9, 1811 

Adm. John Welch 

Sureties Aaron Welch, Ezekiel Brown 

Bond $500 
[The first guardianship bond was June 16, 1813, when 
Anna Fade was appointed guardian of the children of 
said Anna Fade and Isaac Welch by marriage, bond of 
$600, sureties Samuel Heath and John Welch. Anna 
Fade of Pickaway Co., Ohio, gave deed as guardian 
of children of Isaac Welch to Samuel Heath of Sun- 
bury Twp., bounded on land of John Welch, Deed Book 
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Estate 
Date 
Adm. 
Sureties 
Bond 


Estate 
Date 
Adms. 
Bond 


Estate 
Date 


John Carpenter late of Liberty 
Dec. 5, 1811 

Solomon Smith 

Nathan Carpenter, Aaron Carpenter 


$500 


John Williams 

Jan. 15, 1812 

Joseph Smart, Margaret Williams 
$1000 


Stephen Harrington 
Sept. 22, 1812 


Adms. Sally Harrington, Nathaniel W. Little 


Sureties 
Bond 


Jacob M. Smith, William Little 
$500 


(Sarah Holcomb, b. Simsbury, Conn., ca. 1782, d. 
Monroe, Mich., 1858, m. (1) 9 July 1800 Stephen Har- 
rington, above, and (2) 2 Apr. 1820 Lieut. Roswell 
Tuller (ca.1769-1825), widower of Louisa Case. | 


DISBERY 


LITTLE 


NORTON 


Estate 
Date 
Adms. 
Sureties 
Bond 


Estate 
Date 
Adms. 
Sureties 
Bond 


Estate 
Date 
Adms. 
Sureties 


Estate 
Date 
Adm. 
Bond 
Wits. 
Sureties 


Estate 
Date 
Adms. 
Sureties 
Bond 
Wits. 


Nathaniel Disbery 

Oct. 2, 1812 

Leonard H. Cowles, Sophia Disbury 
Clark Beebe, Joseph Cole 


$500 


Nathaniel W. Little 

Apr. 13, 1813 

Wm. Little, Harriet Little 
Solomon Smith, Leonard H. Cowles 


$500 


Dr. Luther Pratt 

May 17, 1813 

Worthy Pratt, James Gregory 
Francis C. Johnnes, Noah Spaulding 


Seth Case 

Sept. 14, 1813 

John Case 

$2000 

Hugh Carson, Nijah Royce 
Aaron Strong, Roswell Tuller 


Joab Norton 

Sept. 14, 1813 

Cruger Wright, Lucy Norton 
Aaron Strong, Aaron Welch 
$2000 

Samuel Humphrey, Solomon Jones 


WILLIAMS 


MILLIKAN 


CARPENTER 
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Estate 
Date 
Adms. 
Surety 
Bond 
Wits. 


Estate 
Date 
Adms. 
Sureties 
Bond 
Wits. 


Estate 
Date 
Adms. 
Sureties 
Bond 


Estate 
Date 
Adm. 
Sureties 
Bond 


Estate 
Date 
Adm. 
Surety 
Bond 


Estate 
Date 
Adms. 
Sureties 
Bond 


Estate 
Date 
Adm. 
Sureties 
Bond 


Editor's Note: 
occasional reader may find an individual or a surname 
listed in which he is interested, are here printed to 
show what a worker in a given territory can do to col- 
lect and make known little-used source records, and to 


encourage Mrs. 


Thomas Powers 

Sept. 27, 1813 

Jane Powers, Aaron Welch 
Jonathan Shaw 
$500 

Leonard Cowles, J. M. Smith 

John Williams 

May 16, 1814 

William Williams, Thomas Williams 
Benj. Carpenter 2%, Sylvester Hough 
$2000 

Henry Slack, Israel Harrington 
John Millikan 

May 17, 1814 

Mary (Polly) Millikan, Wm. Wyatt 
Ira Wilcox, Nathaniel Brundage 
$700 


Caleb Plumb 
May 23, 1814 
Elenor Plumb 
Leonard Monroe, 


$300 


Frederick Smith 
Aug. 1, 1814 
Forest Meeker 
Aaron Welch 
$200 


David Welch 


Nathaniel Hall 
Aug. 21, 1814 
John Loofborrow, 
Joseph Eaton, 
$1000 


Nancy Hall 
John Riley, Jr. 


Nathan Carpenter 

Oct. 21, 1814 

John Case during infancy of James 
Nathan Carpenter, David Thomas 
$1200 


The above probate items, although an 


Main to continue her work on the fami- 


lies of Delaware County, Ohio. 
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PUZZLES WE WISH SOMEBODY WOULD SOLVE 
II. WILSON-GILES-SABIN-WARDWELL 
OF CONNECTICUT, RHODE ISLAND, AND CUBA 


By John Insley Coddington, F.A.S.G., of Swarthmore, Pa. 


In Rafael Nieto y Cortadellas, Dignidades Nobiliar- 
ios en Cuba (Madrid, 1954), pp. 391-2, there is an ac- 
count of the Marquesado de Placetas. Don Rufino-José- 
Andres Martinez-Fortun y Erlés Fernandez de Henarejos 
y Ocoén, who was born at Logrono, Spain, 16 Nov. 1824, 
and died at Placetas, province of Santa Clara, Cuba, 23 
Sept. 1884, was, in reward for his distinguished mili- 
tary services, created Marques de Placetas by royal de- 
cree of King Alfonso XII of Spain dated 12 Feb. 1878. 
The future Marques de Placetas was married in the par- 
ish of Cardenas, province of Matanzas, Cuba, 3 August 
1843, to "Dona Susana Oliver-Wilson y Smith-Sabin, de 
Susliza y Wardwell," who was born 27 Aug. 1819, and was 
baptized in the parish church of San Cipriano de Guam- 
acaro (nowadays called Cardenas) 5 Feb. 1820 (original 
records in Bk. 5 of White Baptisms, folio 38, #98, and 
in Bk. 4 of White Marriages, folio 139, parish church 
of Cardenas). 

Nieto y Cortadellas states that the bride "pertene- 
ciente a una familia estadounidense, en la rama paterna 
procedente da Windsor, en Connecticut, y en la materna, 
de Bristol, en Rhode Island," which means that she be- 
longed to a family from the United States, that her 
paternal ancestors came from Windsor, Conn., and her 
maternal ones from Bristol, R.Il. 

Mr. Donald Lines Jacobus thinks it possible that the 
Marquesa de Placetas may have been a daughter of Oliver 
Wilson, baptized at Windsor 20 Apr. 1788, son of Deacon 
Phineas and Suganna (Giles) Wilson of Windsor. The 
Marquesa's given name would, therefore, commemorate her 
paternal grandmother, Susanna (Giles) Wilson. However, 
a later communication from him points out that an Oli- 
ver Wilson was born at Windsor 10 Jan. 1788, son of 
Calvin (born at Stafford) and Submit Wilson [Stiles, 
Ancient Windsor (1892), 2:796]; and this must be the 
Oliver in question, because the marriage is recorded at 
Bristol, R.I., on 1 June 18luy, of Oliver Wilson, de- 
scribed as son of Calvin and Submit, to Sarah Smith Sa- 
bin, described as daughter of Capt. John and Lucretia 
Sabin [Arnold's Vital Record of Rhode Island, 6, Bris- 
tol, p. 59}; and they had One chila recorded in Bris- 
tol, John S., born 4 June 1817 [ibid., p. 113]. The 
maiden names of the Marquesa's two grandmothers were, 
according to the Spanish priest who recorded them, 
"Susliza" and Wardwell. The latter would be wife of 
John Sabin, but who was Submit ("Susliza"?) Wilson? 
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We find, indeed, a Lucretia Wardwell born at Bristol 
30 May 1777, doubtless the one who was mother of Sarah 
Smith Sabin, since she was daughter of Benjamin and 
Sarah (Smith) Wardwell. We hope that some reader will 
be able to pinpoint more completely the position of the 
Marquesa de Placetas in the Wilson family of Windsor, 
Conn., and in particular reveal the actual identity of 
her Wilson grandmother, so strangely named in the Cuban 
record. 


NEW JERSEY LEGISLATIVE DIVORCES 1778-1844 


By George E. McCracken, Ph.D., F.A.S.G. 
Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa 


In The Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey, 9:2, the 
late Russell Bruce Rankin, F.A.S.G., in 1933 called the 
attention of the genealogical world to the existence of 
a list of divorces granted by the New Jersey Legisla- 
ture between 1778 and 1844. This was originally print- 
ed by John Hood in his Index of Colonial ana State Laws 
of New Jersey between the years 1663 and 1403 inclusive 
(Camden, N.J., 1905), pp. 390-394, a work presumably in 
most law libraries but in few genealogical libraries, 
if any. Though Mr. Rankin proposed to reprint the list 
in the same journal, he died in 1949 without having 
done so. We therefore believe that a useful purpose 
will be served if we now make available, in slightly 
condensed form, the information printed by Hood. 

Maiden names of wives were not given by Hood, but 
persons interested in any of these couples will doubt- 
less find further information in the New Jersey Stat- 
utes, session and sitting cited below, and still more 
in the original records of the Court of Chancery in 
Trenton. In what follows, "68:2" is to be read as the 
"68th Session, 2nd Sitting," and all of the information 
given by Hood is here transcribed from photostats of 
the list kindly furnished us by Miss Geraldine Dunham, 
Law Librarian of the State of lowa. 


1844 Abbott, Catharine from Matthew 

1844 Ackerman, Martha from Jacob 

1843 Ackerson, Mary from Daniel 

1837 Adams, Nancy from George 

1833 Allen, Rhoda from David D. 

1837 Anderson, Samuel from Mary 

1836 Augus, James from Ann iprob. Angus] 

1834 Antrim, Charlotte P. from William N. 

1843 Appleton, Charles William from Tacy Maria 
1839 Armstrong, James jr. from Ann 
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1834 
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1826 
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1811 
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1828 
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1813 
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1844 
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1782 
1825 
1794 
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1833 
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1834 
18 30 
1818 
1820 
1844 
1834 
1833 
18 33 
1823 
1825 
1836 
1844 
1842 
184 3 
1834 
1820 
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Arose, Jeremiah from Lydia 
Aspinall, Phebe from Frederick 
Bagg, Lauretta from Thomas jr. 
Baldwin, Susan Ann from Abraham 
Ballard, Eliza from John P. 
Ballinger, Valentine from Hannah 
Baxter, Jane from Hiram H. 
Beckwith, Ephraim A. from Hannah 
Bent, Samuel from Rachel 

Berry, Hannah Maria from James 
Bettinger, Mary from Christopher 
Bevens, Mary from Samuel 

Blake, Joseph from Nancy 
Blauvelt, Rachel from Abraham 
Bourn, Mehetable H. from Joseph 
Boyd, Mary Ann from James 

Boyle, Eleanor from John 

Brant, Abigail from Moses 

Brant, Abigal from Israel 

Brown, Richard from Rebecca 
Brown, Sarah from Peter A. 

Budd, Stephen from Susan Elizabeth 
Bullock, Thomas from Rebecca 
Bunnell, Catharine from Ruben T. 
Burnet, Hannah from William 
Burnet, Elizabeth from Moses 
Campbell, Margaretta from George 
Canfield, Jasper D. from Caroline 
Chamberlin, Jacob from Mary C. 
Chew, Aaron from Elizabeth 
Chidester, Susan from Stephen 
Church, Sylvanus from Judith 
Clayton, Betsy from David 
Clayton, James from Elizabeth 
Codington, Eliza from Benjamin 
Cole, Matilda from William 
Collins, James H. from Eliza 
Compton, James I. from Phebe 
Conarroe, Margaret from Antrim 
Conger, Abigail from Peter B. 
Conger, Mary from Horace 
Conklin, Harriet from Eli 

Coon, Alpheus from Elizabeth 
Cooper, Elizabeth from Benjamin 
Cooper, Keziah from Aaron P. 
Covill, Salah from Eliza 

Cross, John from Mary 

Crossley, Charles from Margaret 
Cumming, Theodosia H. from Samuel T. 
Dawson, Huldah Ann from George 
Denniston, Mary from Daniel 

Dey, Eliza from Thomas 
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Dimick, Charlotte from William W. 
Disbrow, Mary Ann from Samuel A. 
Doty, Sarah S. from Burne B. 
Douglass, Almira S. from Thomas W. 
Downe, Robert from Ann 

Drake, George from Catharine 
Drummond, Elizabeth from John 
Dunham, Mercy from Silas 

Dunn, Elizabeth Ann from Andrew 
Durand, Albert G. from Lodoiska 
Durant, Cornelia from William V. 
Durling, Eliza from Daniel 
Egbert, Sarah from Elisha 

Ely, Abigail from William 

Ennis, Henrietta B. from Jacob 
Faitoute, Aaron from Catharine 
Farrow, Eli from Ann 

Finch, Gertrude from .fohn M. 
Fountain, Jacob W. from Catharine 
Freeman, Norman A. from Susan M. 
Frost, Ann from Franklin B. 
Furman, Elizabeth C. from Howard 
Freeman, Ann Eliza from Aaron B. 


Garrebrants, Effie from Mindert jr. 


Garretson, Amelia from Joseph 
Gaskill, Bloomfield from Rebecca 
Gifford, William from Elizabeth 
Gill, Hannah from John 

Godfrey, Jacob from Phoebe 
Golden, Mary from Daniel 

Goltry, Abraham from Sarah 
Goodwin, James from Ann P. 
Goram, Sarah from Eleizar 

Green, Alfred D from Elizabeth 
Griffith, Ann M. from William R. 
Griggs, Leah from Reubin 

Gulick, Sarah C. from Abraham 
Hagerman, Simon from Ida 
Halsted, Samuel C. from Emeline 
Hamilton, Mary from William 
Hand, Ann Elizabeth from Richard 
Hays, Stephen from Phoebe 
Heldebrant, Elizabeth from Charles 
Henry, Rebecca D. from John 
Higgins, John jr. from Isabella 
Hillyer, Mary from William 
Hopkins, Sarah from Drial 
Horton, Joshua 0. from Jane 
Hudson, John L. from Phoebe 
Huffman, Thomas from Elizabeth 
Hulbard, Jotham from Jane 
Hunting, Stephen D. from Eugenia C. 
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1814 Hurtell, Magdalene from Peter Hayacinth 38:2 
1824 Jackson, Ann from William 4g 

1844 Jacobus, Martha from Calvin D. 68:2 
1837 Jenkins, William from Sarah 61:2 
1842 Johnson, Anna W. from John Midgley 66:2 
1823 Jones, Abigail B. from Lewis 48 

1822 Jeroleman, Samuel from Hannah 47 

1832 Kallenback, Frederica from Balthaser Ignace 56:2 
1314 Karseboom, Marsha from Hermanus 68:2 
1824 Kay, Edith from Clement H. ug 

1815 Kent, Margaret from Moses 39:2 
1818 Kinney, William A.B. from Catharine 43:1 
1829 Kirby, Lydia from Jonathan 53:2 
1837 Larrison, Ann from David W. 61:2 
1833 Lawrence, Hannah from Amos S7:2 
1834 Lewis, Ami from Emeline 57:2 
1837 Lindsley, Ebenezer C. from Hester 61:2 
1841 Litts, Elizabeth Ann from David 65:2 
1823 Lockerman, Vincent E. from Ann 48 

1834 Lowry, William from Sarah 57:2 
1837 Martin, Maria from Leonard 61:2 
1836 Martin, Sarah from Joseph F. 60:2 
1794 Mattox, Luke from Rebecca 19:1 
1834 McCabe, Margaret from James S732 
1837 McCowen, Sarah from Nathaniel 61:2 
1842 McLean, Catharine E. from Alexander Clinton66:2 
1828 Miller, Charity 0. from Caleb C. S2:2 
1815 Miller, George C. from Elizabeth R. 39:2 
1801 Miller, Hannah from Melyne 25:2 
1840 Miller, Jonathan W. from Martha 6432 
1844 Minor, Esther from Austin 68:2 
1844 Minor, John from Rachel 68:2 
1818 Morgan, John from Abigail 2:2 
1837 Morris, Rachel from Josiah 1:2 
1834 Morse, Elizabeth from Robert 58:2 
1843 Mount, George W. from Mary 67:2 
1825 Mount, Richard H. from Susan SO 

1839 Mulliner, Margaret B. from John R. } be 
1842 Murray, Louise Amelia from James 66:2 
1823 Naylor, Sarah from Robert 8 

1837 Nelson, William from Christiana 1:2 
1834 Noe, Mordecai from Hannah 57:2 
1793 Owen, Harriet from Henry Lfs2 
1836 Owen, Joseph from Milicent R. 60:2 
1837 Page, Sarah from Asahel C. 61:2 
1833 Park, Sarah Ann from Joseph B. S732 
1839 Paterson, Sarah H. from Isaac 63:2 
1837 Payne, Deborah from Lucius A. 61:2 
183, Pearce, Catharine from Edward 58:2 


182 Pearsall, Abigail H. from Peter R. 51 
1833 Pease, Adam A. from Sarah 57:2 
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1837 Pedrick, Job from Hannah 61:2 
1834 Pierson, John from Catharine 57:2 
1819 Post, Elizabeth from Philip 43:2 
1824 Randolph, Absalom F. from Hannah g 

1843 Randolph, Mary Ann F. from Stelle F. 68:1 
1839 Rankin, Charles W. from Margaretta M. 63:2 
1814 Raye, Mary from Samuel C. 38:2 
1828 Rea, Delilah from Isaac 52:2 
1822 Redstrake, Francis from Nancy 7 

1842 Richards, Mary Jane from John 0O.B. 66:2 
1844 Riggs, Permelia from David 68:2 
1819 Ring, George from Elizabeth 43:2 
1799 Robertson, Lucy S. from Charles 23¢3 
1828 Robinson, Hannah from John 5232 
1837 Rorick, James M. from Frances B. 61:2 
1842 Rork, Phebe E. from John 66:2 
1839 Rossell, William from Jane 63:2 
1841 Rutherford, Sophia from Elijah 6532 
1842 Ryerson, Catharine from John 66:2 
1779 Saunders, Christiana from John uel 
18 Sayre, Jane from Daniel R. 68:2 
183 Schenck, Abraham C. from Ann W. 60:2 
1833 Schenck, William H. from Angeline M. S732 
1792 Scott, Joseph from Catharine 1731 
1842 Scott, William from Elizabeth 66:2 
1836 Scudder, Julia Ann from John 60:2 
1819 Seward, Sarah from Daniel 3:2 
1837 Shackelton, Catharine from Benjamin 1:2 
1836 Sharp, Matilda from Isaac 60:2 
1834 Sherwood, Margaretta from Daniel 57:2 
1834 Shinn, Curlis from Clara S7:2 
1792 Shinn, John from Sarah 1731 
1823 Sigler, James jr. from Elizabeth 48 

1830 Smith, Mary from Peter T. Su:2 
1816 Snethen, Stephen from Charlotte 4022 
1832 Snook, Jane F. from William 56:2 
1844 Snowhill, Sarah E. from Thomas Bown 6832 
1833 Snyder, Joseph from Charlotte 57:2 
1842 Souberbielle, Leon from Judith Helen Maria 66:2 
1827 Stafford, Maria from Joseph B. 52:1 
1832 Starkweather, William from Eliza S732 
1834 Stiff, Susanna from William 57:2 
1842 Stiles, Abram 0. from Phebe Maria 66:2 
1778 Stiles, Ebenezer from Abigail 2:2 
1837 Stilwell, Hope Ann from Elias 61:2 
1840 Stivers, Ann from Samuel 64.32 
1839 Stout, Thomas B. from Sarah 63:2 
1840 Sturges, Mary R. from John 64:2 
1824 Swezey, Jane from Stephen 4 

1821 Talmage, Nathan from Abigail 4 

1828 Taylor, Mary from William 52:2 


1844 Tayman, Phebe B. from Elisha G. 68:2 
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Tilyou, Sarah from Joseph F. 

Todd, Maria M. from Richard J. 
Tompkins, Jonathan from Jane 
Tomlinson, Sarah from David B. 
Turner, Archibald from Louisa 
Tuttle, Rhoda H. from Jabez 

Van Blarcom, Margaret G. from Abraham 
Van Buskirk, Nicholas D. from Nancy 
Vanderhoven, Isaac from Sarah 
Vanderveer, Cornelia M. from Jacob R. 
Vanderveer, John J. from Phebe 
Vanhouten, Lydia I. from Peter I. 
Van Middlesworth, Catharine from Tunis 
Vannortwick, Simion from Catharine 
Vliet, Nancy from William 

Voorhees, Betsey from Lucas L. 
Vreeland, Tunis from Margaret 
Walker, Ann Maria from Edward L. 
Wallin, Hannah D. from Silas B. 
Walling, John W. from Rachel 

Ward, Eliza from Nathan F. 

Ward, Jane from Charles 

Welch, Elizabeth from Peter 

West, Phebe from John 

White, Sarah M. from Oliver A. 
Whitenack, Thomas from Mary 

Wilcox, Ezekiel from Mary 

Williams, Betsey from David 
Williams, Elizabeth from Linus 
Williams, John from Isabella 
Williams, John from Rachel 
Williams, Oliver H. from Martha Ann 
Williams, Samuel from Mary 


Williamson, Charlottle D. from William D. 


Wilson, John from Eleanor C. 
Wilson, Joseph from Elizabeth B. 
Wilson, Thomas from Catharine 
Witts, John Citler from Elizabeth 
Woodward, Leticia from Thomas Lewis 
Wright, Sarah Ann from Lyman 
Wyckoff, Elizabeth from John 

Young, William S. from Sarah 
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RECENT BOOKS 


Descendants of Bartholomew Jacoby. By Helen E. (Ja- 
coby) Evard. 1955. Mitchell-Fleming Printing, Inc. 
Greenfield, Ind. Cloth, 291 p. Indexed. 

A very full account, based on adequate research, is 
given of the descendants of Bartholomew Jacoby (c.1747- 
aft. 1830), who first appears of record in Pine Grove 
Twp., Berks Co., Pa., and died in Mississippi, probably 
in Yazoo County. His youngest son, Peter, who (with 
his descendants) was known by the analogous name of 
James (of which Jacob, Jacobus and Jacoby are Latin 
forms), was a Methodist preacher and left a most inter- 
esting biographical account. The older son settled in 
Marion County, Ohio, and his family retained the Jacoby 
name. Accounts of the Mayer family of Berks County, 
Pa., of Bartholomew Jacobs of Long Island, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Maryland, and of some stray Jacobys 
are included. There are pictures of several of the 
older members of the family. 

An excellent family history. 


Massachusetts Records. A Handbook for Genealoists, 
Historians, Lawyers, and other Researchers. By Richard 
LeBaron Bowen. Rehoboth, Mass., 1957. Cloth, 66 p., 
with map of towns and counties. Order from author, at 
Rehoboth, $4.00 net, postpaid. 

It is amazing how much useful information the author, 
an historian of note, has managed to compress into such 
small compass. Those using it are advised to study mi- 
nutely the items relating to the counties in which they 
are interested and not to overlook the copious foot- 
notes. 

The first three chapters, preceding the listing of 
counties, are concerned with the colonies of Plymouth 
and Massachusetts Bay and their available records. 

When specific listings are not included, references are 
given in either the text or in footnotes as to where 
they may be found in print. Attention is also called 
to several general sources. Historical insight may be 
gained by a reading of these chapters—the reviewer was 
surprised to learn the extent to which Plymouth Colony 
had degenerated prior to the union with Massachusetts. 

Of great interest are the illustrations of county 
seals and the final chapters, relating to these and to 
the great seals used by the colony and commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, with acknowledgment to the drawings of 
the late Abner C. Goodell in the New England Hist. and 
Gen. Register in 1883. 

As a reference tool, this book is of course a "must" 
for historical and genealogical libraries. One of the 
genealogical publications listed (p. 54b), Topographi- 
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cal Dictionary of 2885 English Emigrants to New England 
1620-1650, by Charles Edward Banks (the title is not 
correctly stated) should perhaps have had an annexed 
warning that this book should be used with great cau- 
tion. We fear that southerners and descendants of Vir- 
ginia families may misinterpret and quarrel with a 
statement on the first page of Mr. Bowen's volume: "The 
history of New England, and from that point the history 
of the whole United States and the genealogies of its 
early settlers all start in the present Massachusetts 
area." The pronoun "its" is ambiguous and must here be 
intended to refer to the genealogies of New England's 
early settlers, not those of the whole United States. 


Finding Your Forefathers in America. By Archibald 
F. Bennett, Secretary and Librarian of The Genealogical 
Society at Salt Lake City, Utah. Bookcraft Company, 
Salt Lake City, 1957. Cloth, 444 p., many illustra- 
tions. Indexed. 

In recent years a number of books have been publish- 
ed on the subject of genealogical research, as aids to 
the inexperienced. One of them, indeed, was by the 
present author (A Guide for Genealogical Research, pub. 
1951) and gives many listings of sources, references, 
and helpful appendices relating to several phases of 
research. The present volume follows the case-history 
method, showing how a number of ancestral lines in va- 
rious sections of the country have actually been worked 
out. The reviewer believes that the case-history meth- 
od is useful and that the novice who really studies the 
cases given in the present volume can learn much from 
them. 

Basically, one learns by doing, and the novice will 
have to undertake research himself to "zet the hang of 
it," and he will have to undertake considerable search- 
ing before he can become really proficient. This is 
what Mr. Bennett advocates and what he encourages his 
readers to undertake, and without question a careful 
study of these cases should show him how to proceed and 
the various kinds of records, printed and original, 
which he should seek. 

Some of the problems considered are not positively 
solved. One is the tentative pedigree which makes 
Charles Fleming of New Kent Co., Va., born about 1652 
[31 years before his brother John, Jr.], son of John 
Fleming, born about 1633, son of Capt. Alexander Flem- 
ing, born about 1612. The chronology suggested is 
pretty "tight," and while the evidence is good that 
Charles was son of John, it seems hardly necessary to 
put his birth as early as 1652, in view of the fact 
that he is thought to have married about 1684 when he 
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would have been 32 and the further fact that he had a 
brother born in 1683 when he would have been 31. From 
the ages of his own children it is unnecessary to set a 
date of birth for Charles as early as 1652, and this 
seems to have been done for the purpose of identifying 
him with a Charles Fleming who had a headright 18 Feb. 
1653. There seems to be no real evidence for making 
John (the father of Charles) son of Capt. Alexander 
Fleming, nor for attempting to identify the latter with 
the second son of the 2nd Earl of Wigtown in Scotland. 
In fact, the cited probate (p. 127) of the will of Sir 
William, third son of the 2nd Earl, naming only his 
brother's children [children of the 3rd Earl] and his 
sister's children, suggests (though it does not prove) 
that his brother Alexander left no issue. 

It seems that Alexander, son of the 2nd Earl, marria 
one Elspeth Anderson, and she is iaentified by Mr. Ben- 
nett with an Elizalbeth] Fleming who was a headright in 
Virginia in 1650 and she is then assigned as the first 
wife of Capt. Alexander and mother of his alleged son 
John. There seems to be souna evidence that Capt. Al- 
exander Fleming married in succession three widows in 
Virginia and had two daughters, but it seems highly 
speculative that he had a first wife Elizabeth and a 
son John. It may be so: but I question the utility of 
presenting such speculative material in a case-book for 
novices, many of whom are all too prone (with or with- 
out instruction) to use their imaginations in construct- 
ing just such unproved pedigrees. 


The Colonial Clergy of the Middle Colonies: New York, 
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, 1628-1776. By Frederick 
Lewis Weis. Reprinted from the Proceedings of the Am- 
erican Antiquarian Society for October 1956. Price: 
$3.00 while they last: address the Society, Worcester, 
Mass. Pages numbered 167-351, stiff paper cover. 

This book fills the gap in the series—in previous 
years we have enthusiastically called attention to the 
earlier volumes, those relating to New England (out of 
print); to Maryland, Delaware and Georgia (1950); and 
to Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina (1955). 
The latter two may be obtained from Dr. Weis at Dublin, 
R.F.D. 2, Peterborough, N. H. 

An excellent reference series, recommended to all 
libraries. 


The Jenks Family of England. Compiled under the 
Terms of the Will of Harlan W. Jenks, Deceased, by 
Meredith B. Colket, Jr., F.A.S.G. Reprinted from the 
New England Hist. and Gen. Register, vol. 110, 1956. 

The late Harlan W. Jenks collected data on that fam- 


116 THE AMERICAN GENEALOGIST 


ily for many years and by the terms of his will provid- 
ed for the publication of a Jenks Genealogy which ap- 
peared in 1952 under the editorship of the late William 
Bradford Browne. The English research was undertaken 
by Mr. Colket and, following serial publication of the 
results in the Register, is here presented in this in- 
dexed, illustrated booklet of 55 pages. 

The problems encountered were terrific, almost u- 
nique, and it must have required all the knowledge, in- 
genuity and analytical ability for which Mr. Colket is 
known to solve some of them and partially solve others. 
The coincidences and duplications of name make it dif- 
ficult even for the reader to follow the argument at 
times. We can only say that the basic research was 
thorough and that the handling and arrangement of the 
records obtained could not have been in more capable 
hands. 


Genealogical Material in Oregon Donation Land Claims. 
Volume I. Abstracted from Applications by Genealogical 
Forum of Portland, Oregon. 1957. Paper, large size, 
152 plus viii p. with maps. Address the Forum, Mrs. 
William Irvine, Editor, 17007 S. E. Oatfield Road, Mil- 
waukie, Oregon. Fully indexed. 

This volume contains abstracts of the first 2,500 
claims filed at the Oregon City Land Office prior to 
1853. The genealogical importance of the data will be 
understood when it is realized that they contain dates 
and places of birth and marriage, and date of arrival 
in Oregon, of each claimant. Such information will 
make the book of highest value to the descendants of 
these early settlers in Oregon, and will greatly aid 
family historians in tracing branches which removed to 
that state. 

The abstracts are preceded by a finely written and 
illuminating article by Dr. Dorothy 0. Johansen which, 
although concerned primarily with land laws in the set- 
tlement of Oregon, makes the reader acquainted with the 
interesting and little-known history of this region. 


The Rood-Rude Record. Volume IV, 1957. Robert Rood 
Buell, Editor, Prairie du Sac, Wis. $2.00. 

The editor, a capable amateur genealogist, is unable 
at present to continue regular publication, so for the 
present will try to bring out one issue a year. This 
issue, of 44 pages, continues with several branches of 
the Rood family and includes also some female lines, 
descendants of Rachel Rood named Lovett, Fairbanks, 
Hodge and Huntley. We suggest that the Alfred Hodge 
whose family record is preserved on p. 95 may have been 
a son of Jonathan (p. 60-1 of the Hodge Genealogy). 
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Mississippi Genealogical Exchange. (A Quarterly 
Devoted to Early Families and Records of Mississippi) 
Katie-Prince Ward Esker, Editor, 214 Massachusetts Av- 
enue, N.E., Washington 2, D.C. 

We are glad to call attention to this periodical, 
which started in 1955 and completed its third volume in 
1957. It contains data from record sources, and a 
query section. It is mimeographed and the issue we 
have seen contains 20 pages (large size, double-colum- 
ned). The last annual issue (December) contains a full 
name index. 


The Daily Press, a newspaper of Newport News, Va., 
circulation 53,000, has started a genealogical feature 
of Questions and Answers in the Sunday issue only. Sub- 
scription rate for Sundays, $1.95 for three months. 

The editor is Hugh S. Watson, Jr. 


BRIES ADDENDA 


By George E. McCracken, Ph.D., F.A.S.G. 
Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa 


The following paragraphs constitute corrections and 
additions to my account of the Bries family of Bucks 
County,, Pennsylvania, supra, 31:102 f. 

John4+ Bries, second son of Hendrick’ Bries (Jouria- 
qendrick Volckertsz!) by his wife Hannah+ Field 
(John3, Anthony©, Robert!), is mentioned in the will of 
his father dated 2 Feb. 1736/7 and in the conveyance 
dated 17 Aug. 1745, cited in the reference given. He 
married, at least as early as the beginning of 1739, 
Elizabeth Praal or Prale or Prael, born 21 May 1715, 
baptized at the Port Richmond Dutch Church, Staten Is- 
land, N. Y., on 6 June 1715 (witnesses: Pieter Staats 
and wife Elizabeth), daughter of Arent or Aaron? Praal 
(Pietere, arent Jansenl) by his first wife Antje Staats, 
the parents having been married on 30 Mar. 1713 [N. Y. 
Gen. and Biog. Record, 12:130). The wife of John Bries 
Ts given as Elizabeth in the conveyance cited. Her 
surname appears in the baptismal record of her son Jom, 
cited below. She is called "widow Breese” in the will 
of her father dated 30 June 1758 [N. J. Wills, 4:377; 
this abstract wrongly spells the surname is "Bruse"], 
and Elizabeth Brees in the will of her brother Henry 
Praal [ibid.] dated 24 May 1766, though by this time 
she had again married. 

John Brees did not die, as stated in the article re- 
ferred to, without probate. He died intestate, of Ben- 
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salem, yeoman, administration being granted on 7 Dec. 
1751 to the widow Elizabeth Breese; sureties: Henry 
Paynter [husband of her sister Mary] and Pieter Staats, 
both of Bensalem. She married, second, as widow, at 
the Reformed Dutch Church of North and Southampton, 
commonly called Churchville, Bucks County, on 17 Nov. 
1764, John Hatten. 

The baptismal registers of this church show the fol- 
lowing children of John and Elizabeth (Praal) Bries: 


i. Antje, bapt. 2 Dec. 1739, probably the Hannah Breece 
who m., by Pennsylvania license dated 17 May 1763, 
at St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, on the 
same day, Abel Stackhouse. She had an aunt named 
Hannah Brees, but the latter was probably too old 
to be married for the first time in 1763. 

ii. Johanna, bapt. 13 Dec. 171, no further trace. 
iii. Elizabeth, bapt. 15 Apr. 17hh; m. 30 Jan. 1765, at 
Churchville, Samuel Linton, she not a widow. 
iv. Clerretie, bapt. 18 Mar. 1747; m. as Charity Brees at 
Churchville, 8 June 1769, Samuel Mitchell. 
v. Johannes, bapt. 29 Mar. 1750; see the following. 


John> Brees, the last child of his parents, married 
at Churchville, 15 Dec. 1771, Susanna Cooper, both pre- 
viously unmarried. The name Cooper is frequent in 
Bucks County, but this Susanna does not appear in any 
of the Cooper wills or administrations on file at 
Doylestown, and the search included spellings like Cuy- 
per and Kuyper. This John Brees was probably the man 
of that name in Moreland Manor, then Philadelphia (now 
Montgomery) County, who in 1774 had two horses and two 
head of cattle and was taxed £2 [Penn'a Archives, 3:14: 
376], and was of Biberry Township in the same county in 
1779, marked "dec'td" [ibid., 577]. Such a notation 
does not prove that he was really dead, since during 
the occupation by the British, many persons were so 
noted by the tax collectors when the truth was that 
they had left the area. A man named John Breese was 
reported to have died, date not stated, in Poulson's 
American Daily Advertiser for 16 May 1799. 

I now think it probable that John and Susannah (Coop- 
er) Brees were the parents of that Charles Breece iden- 
on in the reference given as probably a son of Hen- 
drick+ Brees or Breece, brother of John*t Bries. If so, 
then Charles Breece was no more than seventeen when he 
married Mary Strang at the Third Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia, on 17 May 1788, but she herself was only 
sixteen if I am right in identifying her as Mary Strang 
or Strang, born 17 Dec. 1772, daughter of John Strang 
(son of Lawrence and Rebecca) by his wife Rebecca Jus- 
tice, of Woolwich Township, Gloucester Co., N.J. The 
said John Strang was born in August 1718, baptized at 
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the Raccoon Swedish Lutheran Church at the present 
Swedesboro on 22 Sept. 1718. He died intestate in 
Woolwich Township, administration granted on 26 Dec. 
1794 to Isaac Dirmitt. He married Rebecca Justice at 
the Raccoon church on 25 Feb. 1754 and she was born 12 
July 1734, buried 20 July 1799 aet. 65, the second 
child of Juste Justegon alias alias Gustaf Gustafsson (prob- 
ably son of Nicholas© Gustafsson and grandson of Jéns 
Gustafsson Illack, the latter a native of Tego fl by 
his first wife Annika4 Keen or Kyn (Mans3, Jonas 
Joran+). Mary (Strang) Breece was probably the Mary 
Breeze whose death was reported in Poulson's American 
Daily Advertiser of 23 May 1802, date of death not 
stated. 

Charles Breece appears as householder in Cedar Ward, 
Philadelphia, in the 1800 Federal Census, with one male 
under 10, one 26-45, one female 26-45, and two females 
under 10. In 1790, 1810 and 1820 he was not listed in 
Philadelphia at all. His supposed daughter, Maria Min- 
erva Breece, later wife of George Levers Van Buskirk, 
is known by family tradition to have been born in Phil- 
adelphia on 1 Feb. 1797. Charles Breece appears in the 
Philadelphia City Directory for 1805 as constable, 144 
Lombard Street. In the next two years he is "late con- 
stable, Little Seventh." In 1808-1811 he is also "late 
constable" but of Green's Court, and in 1813 and 1814 
he is still there, no occupation given. So also in 
1816-1818 at 2 Green's Court. From 1819 to 1822 his 
address is given as “inquire NW corner of Cherry and 
Seventh," but after that he does not appear. He is en- 
tirely missing from the wills, administrations, and 
deeds in Philadelphia County Courthouse. He had been 
warranted 400 acres in Northumberland County on 26 Nov. 
1793 [Penn'a Archives, 3:25:82) and the same in Luzerne 
County on 15 Aug. 1794 [ibid., 195], but he cannot be 
found in either county. About the same time a great 
many people were warranted acreages of this size in 
various unsettled counties, but many of them never made 
any attempt to take up the land. 


WANTED—DE ROOS 


Wanted: parentage and other data re Thomas de Roos 
(also spelled Rous) of Horscomb, co. Glouc., whose wife 
was Matilda Herle [Vis. Gloucestershire]. 


Mrs. Genevieve T. Kiepura, Soledad, Calif. 


NATHAN GARDNER FAMILY RECORD 
By Mr. R. H. Williams, 19) Herkimer St., Buffalo, N.Y. 


The following family records were sent to me by Miss 
Dorothy R. Lowe of San Francisco, and are understood to 
have come to her from Mrs. May (Gardner) Landers, daugh- 
ter of Levi, son of David, son of the Nathan Gardner 
with whom the record starts. Apparently the items are 
based chiefly on a Bible or family register, possibly 
with additions from family knowledge or clippings. 


Nathan Gardner born Sept. 15, 1779 North Bridge Bay, 
Mass., died Mar. 12, 1843, Conklin, N.Y. 

Charlotte Tompkins Gardner (lst wife) born Jan. 15, 
1777, Waterbury, Conn., died Apr. 28, 1818 Windsor, 
N.Y. 

Harriet Gardner (daughter) born Mar. 30, 1798 Sidney, 
N.Y. 

Betsey Gardner (daughter) born Nov. 2, 1799 Ferier, N. 
Y., died Feb. 11, 18--. 

Polly Gardner (daughter) born Sept. 3, 1802 Randolph, 
N.Y., died Aug. 4, 18--. 

David Gardner (son) born Aug. 19, 1805 Randolph, N.Y., 
died Oct. 17, 1806 Windsor, N.Y. 

David Gardner 2nd (son) born July 9, 1807 or 08 Windsor 
or Randolph, N.Y., died 1898 or 99 Wellsboro, Pa. 
George Gardner (son) born Mar. 19, 1817, Randolph, N.Y. 

died Nov. 28, 1817, Windsor, N.Y. 


Nathan Gardner married Charlotte Tompkins Oct. 1, 1797. 
" Leydia Miller Oct. 1, 1818 (died 
Nov. 7, 1824) 
Eunice Griffis Feb. 15, 1825. 


Phebee Gardner (dau. of Nathan & Leydia) born May 31, 
1823, died ? 

George Gardner (son of Nathan & Eunice) born Oct. 17, 
1826 Unadilla, N.Y. 

Amy Almeda Gardner (dau. of Nathan & Eunice) born June 
10, 1829 Unadilla, N.Y., died June 21, 1829 (I think) 


Marriages 

Harriet Gardner married Elijah Mayo Mar. 19, 1815 
(born Feb. 1» 1798) 

Betsey Gardner married Charles Tyrrell Oct. 23, 1818 
(born Mar. 18, 1798) 

Polly Gardner married Platt H. Crofut June 10, 1820 
(born Aug. 5, 1798) 

David Gardner married Florilla White Sept. 29, 1829 
[Florence she is called in some places] 
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David Gardner's Grandmother's Record 
Azuba Tompkins born June 21, 1746, died Mar. 28, 1832. 


Notes: Sidney is in Delaware County, N.Y., Windsor 
is in Broome County, and Randolph is a hamlet in Ran- 
dolph Township. Ferier has not been identified. Una- 
dilla is in Otsego County. 

Elizabeth or Betsey Gardner, b. 2 Nov. 1799, as is 
set forth in the above record, m. 23 Oct. 1818, Charles 
Tyrrell, ana d. at Colesville, Broome Co., N.Y., 11 
Feb. 1895. Charles Tyrrell, b. at Colesville 18 Mar. 
1797, d- 25 July 1870, was son of Isaac Tyrrell (Amos+4, 
George}, Daniel©, Roger+ Terrill), b. at Newtown, Comn., 
ca. 1771, d. 11 Mar. 1811 ae. 40, by his wife Lucy Rug- 
gles, b. at New Milford, Conn., 13 Dec. 1775, d. in 
Colesville Twp., in 1861, dau. of Timothy Ruggles (Jo- 
seph4, Benjamin}, John, Johnl). 

The vital records in the Appendix (p. 138) of Ander- 
son's History of Waterbury, Conn., shows that Solomon 
Tompkins m. 10 Mar. 1705 Zuba Barnes and that they had 
ten children born 1766-1787, including Charlotte, b. 16 
Jan. 1777. A Solomon Tompkins, Revolutionary War pen- 
sioner, born 5 Aug. 1740, died at Reading, N.Y., 23 
June 1823, married at South East, N.Y., in 1792, Debo- 
rah (Dan) Brown, and had four children. She is said to 
have d. at Reading, Mar. 1830 ae. 89; but she is also 
said to have applied for a pension in 1838, then living 
in Catherine, Chemung Co., N.Y. The birth of Zuba 
Barnes, dau. of Abraham and Phebe (Clark) Barnes, on 2l 
June 1746, is recorded in Waterbury, agreeing with the 
Gardner Family Record. 

The fact that the Gardner record gives the death of 
Zuba or Azuba in 1832, and that it fails to mention her 
husband or his dates, suggests the possibility that she 
was divorced and that it was her husband who married 
in 1792 the widow Brown. This possibility is suggested 
in the appendix of A Record of the Ancest and Kindred 
of the Children of Edward Tompkins, Sr. 93), and is” 
blithely stated as a fact by Robert A. and Clare F. 
Tompkins in Tomkins-Tompkins Genealogy (1942), namely, 
that it was the same Solomon Tompkins who was involved 
in both marriages. This may be true, but we feel that 
records should be further explored and more facts ob- 
tained before accepting this conclusion as certain. 


122 


SOUTHWORTH CORRECTION, CONNECTICUT AND MISSISSIPPI 


By Mrs. G. Hite McLean, 05 E. Adams, Greenwood, Miss. 


Samuel Southworth, born at Mansfield, Conn., 22 Nov. 
1744, died there 6 Nov. 1824, married 23 Nov. 1769 Abi- 
gail Aspenwall, born 1752, died 15 Apr. 1838. They had 
thirteen children, two of whom were Peter, born 20 July 
1786, and Gardiner, born 2 June 1792. Dr. Samuel G. 
Webber in A Genealogy of the Southworths (1905) states 
that the above-named Peter married Miss Hunter from the 
South and had a son Hunter. The wife's name is an er- 
ror. Dr. Webber in a letter written to a descendant on 
28 Dec. 1912 admits, "As the son [of Peter] was named 
'Hunter' it seemed reasonable that the wife should have 
been named Hunter. I am glad to have the correction." 
In short, the "Miss Hunter" of his book was merely an 
assumption. The following will prove that Peter mar- 
ried Elizabeth Fisher; also that his brother Gardiner 
was with him in Natchez and after Peter's death return- 
ed to New York City. This link identifies Peter with 
the son of Samuel Southworth. 

Peter Southworth married Elizabeth Fisher, 12 Oct. 
1819 [Book 2, p. 19, Adams County, Miss., Marriage Rec- 
ords). In the will of Elias Fisher, Sr. [Elizabeth's 
father], made 15 June 1844, recorded in Book l, p. 30, 
Boyle County, Kentucky, probated 1 Apr. 1845, bequest 
is made to Hunter Southworth of Mississippi. 

By deed dated 28 Mar. 1829, recorded in Deed Book E, 
p. 318, Concordia Parish, Louisiana, Elizabeth South- 
worth executed a conveyance in favor of Gardiner South- 
worth which recites that "Whereas on the 26th March 
the Probate Court of Concordia ordered that all proper- 
ty hereinafter named be offered for sale....as belong- 
ing to the minor heirs of Peter Southworth, decd, viz. 
Hunter Holmes Southworth and Peter Southworth jointly 
with their mother and natural tutrix, Elizabeth South- 
worth, widow of said deceased....." etc. 

In Deed Bock E, p. 88, Concordia Parish, Louisiana, 
Gardiner Southworth and Peter Southworth of Concordia 
Parish on 1 Jan. 1826 mortgaged to the Bank of Missis- 
sippi, for $9,000, land on Lake Concordia, slaves, etc. 
In Deed Book G, p. 536, Concordia Parish, on 31 May 
1836 Gardiner Southworth of the City of New York ap- 
pointed Noah Barlow of Natchez his attorney. 


CONNECTICUT RUGGLES DATA 


By Donald Lines Jacobus, M.A., F.A.S.G. 


Two sons of Rev. Benjamin and Mercy (Woodbridge) 
Ruggles of Suffield, Conn., settled in New Haven, Conn. 
The younger of these, Joseph Ruggles, born at Suffield 
30 Jan. 1701, was three times married, had fifteen 
children, removed to New Milford, Conn., and died at 
Brookfield (which was set off from New Milford and two 
other adjacent towns in 1788) shortly prior to 17 Nov. 
1791 when his will was proved (Danbury Probate, File 
4018). Some account of his children is given in New 
Haven Genealogical Magazine, 7:1572; and some vital. 
records of the next generation may be found in Orcutt's 
History of New Milford, p. 757. 

eac. Joseph Ruggles's older brother, Benjamin Rug- 

gles, born at Suffield 26 Aug. 1699, also came to New 
Haven where he married, 5 Sept. 1727, Elizabeth Pardee, 
born 16 Sept. 1704, daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth 
(Payne) Pardee. They had two children recorded at New 
Haven: 

Abijah, b. 30 Jan. 1728/9; 

Mary, b. 7 Sept. 1731. 

In April 1729 Benjamin Ruggles and his wife Elisa- 
beth of New Haven were charged with fornication before 
marriage; her father Joseph Pardee stated that Ruggles 
was then on a voyage to sea, but he appeared in April 
1730. This record is hard to understand, in view of 
the recorded dates, unless the 1727 date of marriage is 
an error in the original record and should have been 
1728. No further record of Benjamin's family has been 
found, and possibly he died on one of his voyages to 
sea or failed to return. There is evidence that the 
two known children settled in New Milford, whether tak- 
en there by their parents or mother or whether they 
went there to live with their uncle Joseph Ruggles. 

Warner and Nichols, The Descendants of Andrew Warner, 
p. 147, states that Martin Warner of Brookfield, b. ll 
Jan. 1735, d. 15 July 1807, married (no date stated) 
Mary Ruggles, who died 16 Dec. 1819 in her 89th year, 
buried in Gallows Hill Cemetery; this cemetery is al- 
most on the line between the present towns of New Mil- 
ford and Brookfield. Her age corresponds with the 
birth of Benjamin's daughter Mary, and she named a son 
Benjamin Ruggles Warner. 

For many years I have had in my files some typed 
sheets on a Ruggles lineage, with "Submitted by Caro- 
line Briggs Mathie" written in ink at the top, but I 
have no recollection how they came into my possession. 
One family group included is that of Abijah Ruggles, 
which is headed "Private family record, supplied by 


123 


12h THE AMERICAN GENEALOGIST 


Miss Ivah Fern Patterson, a descendant." This seems to 
me to be an authentic record, and since the family of 
Abijah was not entered in New Milford records, it may 
be useful to publish the private record here: 

Abijah Ruggles married about 1752 Hannah Warner. 
They resided in New Milford, Conn. Their children are: 

Tryphena, born June 22, 1753. 

Elizabeth, born November 25, 1754. 

Isaac Matthew, born October l, 1756. 
Benjamin Abijah, born September 7, 1758. 
Tryphosa, born November 7, 1760. 

Hannah, born November 2, 1762. 

Artemas, born December 23, 1764. 
Lucinda, born December 13, 1766. 
Lutilda, born December 21, 1768. 

John Woodbridge, born September 21, 1770. 
Rufus, born October 1l, 1772. 

Tyrus, born September 3, 1774. 

Cyrenus, born March 13, 1777. 

Susanna, born April 3, 1779. 

Clarinda, born September 19, 1781. 
Amarillis, born March 22, 1784. 

The line in the typed manuscript continues through 
the son Artemas, who removed to Portage County, Ohio, 
and died 27 July 1853, having married about 1790 Esther 
Clinton, born 1770, died 1856, daughter of William. 

Abijah's daughter Elizabeth is probably the Eliza- 
beth Ruggles who died at Windsor, N.Y., 18 May 1821 ae. 
68 (gravestone), as wife of Capt. Eli Nichols (1757- 
1821), who was from New Milford [information from a 
descendant, Mr. H. D. James, of Pittsburgh, Pa.]}. 

It will be noted that the family record cited above 
gives no date of marriage for Abijah and Hannah, and 
possibly her maiden name was not in the original rec- 
ord. No Hannah is found in the New Milford Warner fam- 
ily who is available as wife of Abijah Ruggles. On the 
other hand, if we are correct in identifying Abijah's 
sister Mary as the wife of Martin Warner, the family of 
Abijah in later generations would have Warner cousins 
through her. Knowledge of such Warner cousins may have 
led a descendant of Abijah to assum that Abijah's wife 
was a Warner. While the statement may be correct, it 
would be well to verify it before acceptance. 

The 1790 Census lists Abijah Ruggles at New Milford, 
his family consisting of 4 males over 16 years, 1 male 
under 16, and 6 females. His older children were mar- 
ried before then and not members of the household. On 
29 June 1768, Abijah Ruggles of New Milford bought 8 
acres, for £9, 4s, from Mary Cushing of Boston |New 
Milford Deeds, 23:35]. This is the only deed found for 
him there. On 4 Dec. 1797, Abijah Ruggles of Brook- 
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field, for £55, sold to Jonathan Beecher and his wife 
Anna, 8 acres with a Dwelling house at Still River neck 
it being the west part of that lot which formerly be- 
longed to Mary Cushing [Brookfield Deeds, 2:359]. 

No probate is found, but probably a man who lived 
for nearly 30 years on 8 acres and had 16 children had 
little to leave. The family apparently scattered, and 
Abijah and his wife may have removed to live with one 
of the children in some other place. 

Some of the children attributed to Abijah in the 
family record appear in certain records. On 2/ Dec. 
1799, Benjamin A. Ruggles and Nathan Betts bought land 
in New Milford from John Treat (|New Milford Deeds, 22: 
221). In the vital records at New Milford a family 
group was entered: Isaac Matthew Ruggles, son of Abi- 
jah and Hannah, was born 25 Nov. 1754, and on 6 Nov. 
1783 married Molly Betts, who was born ly Aug. 1760; 
and the births of four children of theirs are then giv- 
en. It is odd that the date of birth stated for Isaac 
Matthew is that which in the family record belongs to 
his sister Elizabeth on the line above. It looks as if 
the date was carelessly taken from the family record 
and the date of the sister substituted for his own. 


To return to Benjamin Ruggles's younger brother Jo- 
seph Ruggles (1701-1791), a dependable account of his 
children is given in the New Haven Genealogical Maga- 
zine (as cited, page 123 above), but the History of New 
Milford is both incomplete and partly inaccurate as to 
the grandchilaren, so the following notes may be of use. 
Joseph had five sons by his first wife, and a sixth by 
his third wife, and we shall consider each son in order 
of birth. 

1. Benjamin Ruggles, b. 18 Aug. 1725 at New Haven, 
Gied in 1760; m. at New Milford, Jan. 1750, Sarah See- 
lye, bapt. at New Milford 31 Mar. 1734, daughter of 
Sergt. John and Martha Seelye. Benjamin served as a 
Lieut. anc Captain in the French and Indian War from 
1755 to 1760 and died on his return home (Col. Rec. of 
Conn., 13:214), Administration was granted on his es- 
tate 2 Dec. 1760 to Joseph Ruggles [his father] and 
Sarah Ruggles [his widow]; the estate seems to have 
been insolvent and there is no distribution to the heirs 
in the file (Woodbury District, File 3851). They had a 
daughter Lois bapt. at New Milford 17 Feb. 1750/1. The 
other children have not been found. 

2. Joseph Ruggles, b. 25 Feb. 1728/9 at New Haven, 
d. 8 Nov. 1802 ae. 71 (gravestone, Gallows Hill Cem.); 
m. Sarah Dunning [misprinted as Deming in the New Haven 
Gen. Mag. account], b. at Newtown, Conn., 29 May 1741, 
d. at Brookfield 18 June 1812, dau. of John and Hannah 
(Keeler) Dunning [The Colorado Genealogist, 5:8, 42]. 
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Joseph Ruggles Jr. was made Captain of the company in 
the society of Newbury [Brookfield], May 1766 [Col.Rec. 
of Conn., 123463]. The History of New Milford oddly — 
errs in attributing to Joseph and Sarah Ruggles three 
children: Lemuel, d. young; David, b. 1783; and Charles 
Hermon, b. Jan. 1789 who after a distinguished career 
became Chief Justice of New York State. From their 
dates it would seem that they should be placed a gen- 
eration later, just where we have not ascertained. 

Administration on the estate of Capt. Joseph Ruggles 
of Brookfield was granted, 4 Dec. 1802 to Eden Ruggles, 
with Hezekiah Stevens surety. There is a list of ad- 
vancements made to the children in his lifetime: Azor 
Ruggles, Rosanna wife of Lem, Wakelee, Tamar wife of 
Jonas Brush, Comfort Ruggles, Hannah wife of Edmund 
Lewis, Eden Ruggles, Rhoda wife of Eliud Starr, Salmon 
Ruggles, and Martin Ruggles. There is also a distribu- 
tion to the widow Sarah and to those who had not had 
their full portions: Zalmon and Martin Ruggles, Rosan- 
nah wife of Lemuel Walkee, Hannah wife of Edmon Lewis, 
Rhoda wife of Eliud Starr, and Tamer wife of Jonas 
Brush. [Danbury Probate, File 4019.] The will of Sa- 
rah Ruggles of Brookfield, made 30 Nov. 1802, proved 13 
Jan. 1818, named son Azor and “other children," the 
children of daughter Rosanna Waklee to take her share. 
Distribution was made 20 Aug. 1818 to the children, 
Azor Ruggles, Rhoda wife of Eliud Starr, Comfort Rug- 
gles, Eden Ruggles, Salmon Ruggles, Martin Ruggles, 
Tamer wife of Jonas Brush, and Hannah wife of Edmond 
Lewis; and Lodema Reed [Rud?] and Hannah Alexander, 
daughters of Lemuel and Rosanna Waklee and grandchil- 
dren of the deceased. [Danbury Probate, File 4026. ] 

3. Lazarus Ruggles, b. 29 Oct. 1730 at New Haven, 
d. at New Milford 6 May 1797 in his 67th year (grave- 
stone); m. 3 Sept. 1754, Hannah Bostwick, who d. at 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., 17 Nov. 1812 ae. 76. They had 13 
children, of whom a satisfactory account is given in 
the History of New Milford. Lazarus was made Captain 
of the 6th Co., 13th Regt., Conn. Militia, Oct. 1778 
(Rec. of State of Conn., 2:140]. Earlier he had served 
as Ensign in the Army. 

4. Timothy Ruggles, bapt. at New Milford 30 April 
1738; m. 30 Apr. 1762 Sybil Wooding, bapt. at New Haven 
12 June 1743, dau. of John and Desire (Cooper) Wooding. 
The births of their ten children are recorded in New 
Milford and given in the History of that town. Timothy 
was made Ensign in the Army, March 1762 [Col. Rec. of 
Conn., 11:620), ana served in the French War. To the 
account of the children we might add that the son John, 
be 21 Sept. 1766, m. Sept. 1792 Apphia Warner, and set- 
tled in Colesville, Broome Co., N.Y.; and that the dau. 
Lucy, b. 13 Dec. 17/5, m. Isaac Tyrrell and d. at Coles- 
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ville in 1861. 

S. Ashbel Ruggles, bapt. at New Milford 2 Sept. 
1739, d. at Brookfield in 1814; m. Zeruah ———. Ash- 
bel's will, dated 23 Mar. 1807, proved 15 Feb. 1814, 
named eldest son Robert B. Ruggles, sons Alfred and 
Almon, daughter Hachel, children of daughter Marcy de- 
ceased, and wife Zeruah [Danbury Probate, File 4011}. 
As for the daughters, Rachel, b. ca. 1764, d. 25 Feb. 
1834 ae. 70, m. Solomon Warner, b. ca. 1761, d. at 
Bainbridge, Chenango Co., N.Y., 9 or 10 Aug. 1839 ae. 
78, and Mercy, b. 28 Aug. 1769, d. 3 Dec. 1800, m. Ben- 
jamin Ruggles Warner, b. 28 Sept. 1766, d. 24 May 1848, 
both husbands being sons of Martin and Mary (Ruggles) 
Warner and second cousins of the Ruggles giris. 

6. Samuel Ruggles, b. 18 Sept. 1750 at New Haven, 
d. 17 Mar. 1795 ae. yy (gravestone, Gallows Hill Cem- 
etery), m. 1 June 17/9, Huldah Wakelee, b. 3 June 1758, 
d. 19 Nov. 1807 ae. 48 (gravestone), dau. of David and 
Penelope (Lacy) Wakelee. Nine children, of whom a sat- 
isfactory account is given in the History of New Mil- 
ford. Administration on Samuel's estate was granted, 
30 Apr. 1795, to Timothy and Huldah Ruggles, with Ash- 
bel Ruggles surety. Distribution was made to the widow 
Huldah and children, Thirza, Lucia, Eldad, Isaac, Eli, 
Samuel, Huldah, Lodema, and Marcia. [Danbury Probate, 
File 4025.] The dower of the deceased widow in the 


realty was distributed 1 Sept. 1808 to the same nine 
heirs, Thirza being called wife of Jesse Clinton, and 
Huldah wife of Benjamin Keeler. 


There was a younger Joseph Ruggles in New Milford 
who married Mercy Warner, b. there 22 Sept. 1761, d. 
there 9 May 1798 in her 37th year (gravestone), dau. of 
Lemuel and Sarah (Gaylord) Warner. Their three sur- 
viving children were named in 18ly among the heirs of 
their grandfather Warner. The children were: David, 

b. 1783, d. at Newburgh, N.Y., 19 Dec. 1837; Samuel, b. 
ca. Oct. 1786, d. 29 Dec. 1787 ae. 14 months (g.-s.); 
Charles Hermon - Jan. 1789, d. (of Poughkeepsie, N. 
Y.) 16 June 1865; and Lemuel W., living 1814 but said 
to have d. young. This is the family erroneously as- 
signed to Joseph Ruggles (No. 2 above) by the Histor 
of New Milford. Of these, Charles Hermon was the New 
York Chief-Justice, while David was father of George 
David, Brevet Brig.-General and Chief of Staff to Gen. 
Pope and Gen. McClellan in the Civil War. We find it 
hard to place the Joseph Ruggles who was head of this 
family unless he was son of Benjamin (No. 1 above). 

The above notes are based on limited, not exhaustive 
research, and are intended merely to be helpful in pre- 
senting certain evidence and correcting certain errors. 


NICASIUS DE SILLE'S GREAT-GRANDFATHER 


By George E. McCracken, Ph.D., F.A.S.G. 
Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa 


In the New York Gen. and Biog. Record, 64:13-15, Mr. 
William J. Hoffman has printed an excellent account of 
the ancestry of the well-known New Netherland immigrant, 
Nicasius de Sille, correcting the earlier account of 
Catherine T. R. Matthews [ibid., 34:24-28]. Nicasius 
de Sille, born at Arnhem, Natherlands, 23 Sept. 1610, 
was son of Laurens de Sille by his wife Walburg Ever- 
wijn. The latter, who died at The Hague 4 Feb. 1635, 
was the daughter of Gijsbert Everwijn, burgomaster of 
Arnhem, by his wife Gerardina Puyn. 

Mr. Hoffman says nothing more of Gijsbert than that 
he was of a well-known family. This stimulated the 
present compiler to do a bit of research into the Ever- 
wijn family. It was found that E. A. Van Berestyn's 
Repertorium van gedrukte Genealogiein en Genealogische 
Fragmenten (Haarlem 1923) lists Sev. Everwijn a number 
of references: Those found to be available at the New 
York Public Library were examined, with the result that 
it became clear that in using the phrase "well-known 
family" Mr. Hoffman meant that the Everwijn family, 
since Gijsbert's time, has been prominent in the Neth- 
erlands, rather than that Gijsbert's ancestry was known 
All of the references examined support this contention: 
only one of them, Nederland's Patriciaat 3 (1912) 98- 
103, giving anything on the ancestry. 

The father of Gijsbert Everwijn was named Stiijn 
Everwijn and he was present at the military review at 
Arnhem in 1497. His wife's name is not given. Though 
he must have been a Catholic in that period, the family 
afterwards were Protestants. Arms: In rood een zilver- 
en Kraanvogel, een gouden Kigel in de opgeheven poot. 
Helm gekroond. Helmsteeken: de Kraanvogel. Dekkleeden: 
zilver en rood. We thus gain another generation in 
Nicasius de Sille's pedigree: the paternal grandfather 
of his mother was Stiijn Everwijn. 
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